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A BRAID floor is for Life 

firaid Floorings Window Fashions has a wide selection of Hunter Douglas 
window treatments to fit every taste, every mood, every window. Visit our 
showroom and let our window fashion specialists show you the light 
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Itchin' for a 
new kitchen? 


Get there faster with our 

Home Equity Loan 



Life spoken here 


Affinity 

+/ Credit Union * 


With the boom in the housing 
market, you likely have 
considerable equity in your 
home. Our Home Equity Loan 
can put that equity to good use, 
giving you serious borrowing 
power when you need it. 

The Home Equity Loan is perfect 
for home renovations. Once 
you're approved, you can access 
funds whenever you need to. 

So, get credit where credit is 
due. Talk to us today about 
making your home equity work 

for you. 

www.affinitycu.ca 
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Home Revitalization 


Renovate, restore. revitalize, 
regenerate, rc-create, rejuve¬ 
nate, revive. However we want 
to express tt people are more 
than ever choosing to revital¬ 
ize their homes. The reasons 
are as varied as die individuals 
and die abodes that undergo 
transformation. A heritage 
structure can he restored so it 


resembles its former magnifi¬ 
cent. self. Ail existing building 
can lie converted into some¬ 
thing very new and unique, in¬ 
corporating old and new de¬ 
ments. A home can be revital¬ 
ized and transformed into some¬ 
thing that uniquely reflects the 
personalities and needs of Us 
inhabitants. 


Another reason for home re¬ 
generation is to preserve a sense 
of place* of be longing. To many, 
great comfort comes in feeling n 
sense of solidity, of roots. 

Again* we than Lour advertis¬ 
ers for their ongoing support, 
Please utilize the services ol 
these experienced and talented 
professionals in the home trade 
who can help you turn your 
dwelling into some tiring won¬ 
derful. 

We also wish to announce the 
debut of Regina Home, our sis¬ 
ter publication, The province’s 
capital, along with Saskatoon, is 
[aiding the nation in terms of 
growth and prosperity. We 
couldn’t think of a more deserv¬ 
ing city to join us in the celebra¬ 
tion of the ptiK'o in which we 
live. Saskatchewan also happens 
to be the country’s hottest prov¬ 
ince at the moment. Viva* 
Saskaboom! 

Enjoy tliis issue and enjoy 
your own own home! 

Don ei Stummni* 

Senior Editor 


J.B. Black Estates 


www.jbblackestates.com 


The distinction yonVe 
been waiting for... 

Chic & Contemporary 32 Architecturally Designed 
Condominiums for the Discriminating Buyer, 
Further Enhanced by 16 r 000 Square Feet of 
Professional Office Space on the Main Floor. 
Located in the heart of Varsity View 
directly across from the 
University of Saskatchewan at T132 College Dr. 




Barry Chtlllak- 221-2606 
Sandy CMIIfaK* 229-9914 
Lynn LeMesurler - 260-7522 
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Baity C hill Ink n*iHv me. 
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Shifting Towards 
Sustainable 
Housing 


Curtis Olson, the developer 
who, along with Peter Olson 
and Ian Stark ofOlstar Devel¬ 
opments, tri ns formed the 
Fairbanks Morse Building into 
luxury bfts, has launched a 
new company dedicated to 
sustainable development in 
Saskatoon’s core neighbour* 
hoods. 

Olson founded Shift Devel¬ 
opment Corporation Inc. in 
February, 

The name is inspired by his 
desire to shift the city towards a 
new residential development 
path, says Olson, 

K IA a shift towards modem, 
green and afford aide lifestyles 
duo ugh in-Gil development, 11 he 
says. 

His first project undertaken 
through the new company is a 
development on Avenue F 
South in Riversdale that he 
named The Shift Home. 

“Pm designing an in-fill 
house for Saskatoon that ad¬ 
dresses affordability and re¬ 
quirements for home office or 
home studio space that’s in¬ 
tended to he deployed through¬ 
out in-fill neighbourhoods such 
as Caswell Hill. Riversdale, 
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Nutana and City Park*’ tie says. 

The housing is designed for 
people with smaller families and 
those who integrate their living 
and working routines, he ex¬ 
plains. 

£i I sec a huge opportunity For 
doing more in fill development 
with flexible live/wurk space 
that’s affordable, that can be put 
in any neighbourhood and 
downtown.” he adds, “That’s 
got me really excited and irally 
looking forward right now. 

"Fin designing it so that it can 
be deployed as urban town- 
houses* urban row houses, or 
two-storey structures in higher 
density, like you’d see in a city 
like Portland or Seattle or Van¬ 
couver oi even $L Petersburg, 
Florida." he says. “That’s the 
creative housing strategy of the 
future to make downtown not 
just a very sustainable and 
healthy place to live* but also a 
creative and vibrant and ener¬ 
getic city to live in* People bring 
the energy, density brings more 
people and more energy, and 
that makes it an amazing place 
to live." 7 

It's a direction In which 
Saskatoon is evolving, says 
Olson’s wife, singer Carrie 
Catherine* 

“If yon drink about all the 
conversations dial are happen¬ 
ing right now about sustainable 


IN 


development and urban devel¬ 
opment For healthy, vita] rides, 
it means that we need to attract 
entrepreneurs (who) want 
unique spaces to live and work 
in,” she says. 

The Shift Home can spark 
the desire for more of that. she 
adds. 

The couple lias also acquired 
a Former church on Avenue C* 
South that they are turning into 
creative studio spate for artists. 
“The Cherch” will be used by 
painters, craftspeople and other 
artists. 

“Wc already have die place 
over half filled with people that 
are using it as a creative space," 
says Olson. "Thai’s an other ver¬ 
sion of fulfilling die needs of 
people in die 21st century and 
having this great creative envi¬ 
ronment/* 

“I’m really excited about die 
future of dial area/ 1 he says. 

For more information on 
these projects, set* die web sites 
ww w* the shift home, com, 
www.shifEdeveIopment.coni 
and www.cherch.ca* 

■ UAHROJ. XOAKES 


Construction sites around Sas¬ 
katchewan were very busy in 



7 



2G0S according to a report re¬ 
leased by Statistics Canada, set- 
lingan all-time annual record of 
$2.2 billion. 

Building permits in die prav- 

ince totalled $2.2 billion in 
2008, up 32.8 per cent when 
compared with the lotah for 
2007 (seasonally unadjusted). 
This beats the former record of 
$1.6 billion set in 2007. Sas¬ 
katchewan had die largest per¬ 
centage increase amongst the 
provinces in 2G0S, wd! ahead of 
the 5.3 per cent decline on the 
national front for the same pe¬ 
riod. 

■ HIM VINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN 



] lousing sum readied 211,056 
units in 2003. a decrease from 
228,343 in 2007, according to 
Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation’s (CM1IC) first 
quarter Housing Market Out¬ 
look, Canada Edition report. 
Starts are expected to be about 
160,250 for 2009 and about 
163,350 for 2010. 

“The new home market is 
moderating due to a number of 
key factors/ 1 said Bob Dugan, 
chief economist for CMHC. 
“The economic downturn will 
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result in a decrease in demand 
fur home ownership leading to 
a decline in housing starts and 
existing home sales in 2009. 
Housing market activity will 
begin to strengthen as die Ca¬ 
nadian economy rebounds in 
2010 and the level of housing 
starts over the forecast period 
will be more in line with demo¬ 
graphic fundamentals,’’ 
Existing home sales, as meas¬ 
ured bv the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS), are expected to 
decline 14.6 percent during 
2009 to370300units. In 2010 
the level of MLS sales is ex¬ 
pected to increase by 
9,3 percent to 105.000 units. 
The average MLS price is also 
expected to decrease over die 
course of 2009. Average prices 
are forecast to he 5287,900 for 
2009, a decline of 5.2 per cent, 
while 2010 will see little change 
from 2009 average prices. 

■ CANADA UORTCaCK AND 
HnusMxc amruiuTfox 


Commercial 
Building Permits 

Permits Down 


Following a trend in most cities, 
the value of residential building 
permits in Saskatoon dropped 
from November to December 
last year, according to a federal 
government report. 

Statistics Canada reported in 
February that while building 
permits in the Saskatoon Cen¬ 
sus Metropolitan Area (CMA) 
rose by 27*6 per cent in value 


overall during November and 
December. 2008. the increase 
was primarily a result of noti- 
rcsidential construction. The 
value of industrial, commercial 
and institutional permits rose 
65.9 per cent during that pe¬ 
riod. Residential permits, on the 
other hand, dipped by 5(1 per 
cent in value. 

Statistics Canada attributes 
the drop in residezilial permits 
to a reduction in die number of 

building permits taken out for 
single family homes. 

■ STATISTICS CANADA 



Saskatoon home sales declined 
29 per cent in January, com¬ 
pared with the same month a 
year ago, but 3 1 per cent higher 
llian December, reports u Feb* 
ruary news release from the 
Saskatoon Region Association 
of Realtors (SRAR). 

Saskatoon real estate agents 
sold 213 homes in January, com¬ 
pared with 300 during the same 
period last year and ) 62 resi¬ 
dential inilrs in December. 

“Unit sales are on par with 
2007 and ahead of 2005 and 
200fv SRAR reported, 

"Theaverage selling price re¬ 
mained steady at $278,545 an 
increase of 7 per cent fromj anu- 
ary 20OS when tlic average sell¬ 
ing price was $259,334. This 
increase indicates continued 
demand for mid to upper price 
range homes.* 1 
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Blinds 



endoflheroll.com 


CANADA’S FLOORING LEADER End^ROU 


Saskatoon’s largest inventory of 
laminate, vinyl, carpet, hardwood, 
tile, area rugs + more! 

Hurry in + check out our exceptional prices! 

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC 


Discount Carpet Flooring 

Saskatoon 
74-33rd St E 

Mon-Wed: 9-6, Thurs: 9-8, 
Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-5 

306.683.3600 


Thu average residential price 
is derived by taking the month’s 
dollar volume of homes sold and 
dividing that number by the unit 
sales number. 

There were 1156 homes 
listed at the end of January, 
down substantially from Sep¬ 
tember, when inventory levels 
peaked at l t 748, SRAR re* 
ported January inventory levels 
were higher dian the same pe¬ 
riod last year, when 324 homes 
were available for purchase. 

Total real estate sales of 
S59.330.000 were reported in 
January, down 24 per cent from 
2008 sales of577,800,000. 

“The $300,000 to $350,000 
price range continues to see the 
greatest sales activity followed 
closely by the $2503)00 to 


3300,000 price range, 11 SRAR 
reported. In January eight 
homes sold for more than 
$500,000. 

The real estate association 
said consumer confidence in the 
Saskatoon economy remains 
steady. 

''Markets are cyclical and die 
market in Saskatoon is at a low 
point and should begin to return 
to normal in the next few 
months. 

“The Saskatoon market is 
not exempt from global eco¬ 
nomic pressures hut well posi¬ 
tioned to weather these eco¬ 
nomic times. The most recent 
announcements by die provin¬ 
cial government to support mu¬ 
nicipalities with infrastructure 
support is great news for 


Saskatoon, as infrastructure 
spending assists in stimulating 
the economy 

“The federal governments 
increase in die amount buyers 
may use in the Home Buyers 
Plan will also encourage many 
Erst tune buyers to enter the 
market place. Realtors across 
Canada have lobbied the gov¬ 
ernment for more than eight 
years to see tins increase Uj he 
approved by government 
Realtors continue :o lobby the 
federal government for the 
I lome Buyers Plan to extend to 
all buyers notjust Erst time buy¬ 
ers.” 

■ SASKATOON REGION 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS 


fl 


ISC Reduces Fees 
in 2009 to Save 
Residents Money 


Information ServicesCnqvora- 
tiun (ISC) lias reduced the ad 
valorem rate for a number of 
Land Registry transactions, ef¬ 
fective January 1 12,2009. These 
fee reductions will save Sas¬ 
katchewan people approxi¬ 
mately $1,8 million annually. 

“The fee reductions are a di¬ 
rect response to customer feed¬ 
back ISC received during cus¬ 
tomer consultations conducted 
in spring 2008/ 1 said Crown 
corporations minister Ken 
Cliev delay off. “Combined with 
fee eliminations already imple¬ 
mented in August 2008, Sas- 


Hi 
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katchewan people will be saving 
approximately $4,7 million an> 
dually/ 1 

Many ISC customers will 
benefit from the reduction of 
fees from 0J per cent of title 
value to 0* 1 percent of title value 
for the following specific trans¬ 
actions in the Lurid Registry; 

The first instance of raising ti¬ 
tle from surface to condo¬ 
minium status: 

Title and parcel consolida¬ 
tions and subdivisions where at 
least one owner remains the 
same before and after the trans¬ 
action; and 

Adding or removing a joint 
tenant from tide, where at least 
one joint tenant remains the 
same before and after die trans¬ 
action. 


ISC is die provincial Crown 
corporation responsible for the 
administration of land titles, sur¬ 
vey, personal property and vital 
statistics registries, as w ell as re¬ 
lated geographic information 
and mapping systems. 

0 I'ROYISCIUH SASKATCHEWAN 


Saskatoon 
Housing Deemed 
Unaffordable by 
Survey 


Saskatoon's housing affordabil¬ 
ity dropped seriously in die past 
two years, according to an inter¬ 
national survey released by the 
Frontier Centre for Public 
Policy in January 
The centre classified Saska¬ 
toon as ;i seriously uiiafTord- 


4ible/’ giving the city a rating of 
4.6. determined as the ratio of 
median house price to median 
income. Two years ago. 
Saskatoon^ affordability rating 
was 2.6. 

The rating places Saskatoon 
27th down the list of Canadian 
cities and 182 miei nationally, Ly¬ 
ing with dries in northern United 
Kingdom and southern Ca li for¬ 
ma. tn Canada, Montreal earned 
the same rating. Vancouver, for 
example, rated S.C earning a rank 
in the ^severely unaffordable" cat¬ 
egory. making dial city the most 
unaffordable in Canada. The Ca¬ 
nadian average was 3,5 in the 
third quarter of 2008. when the 
survey was done. 

The fifth annual Demogra¬ 
phy International Housing 


Affordability Survey is authored 
by New Zealand's Hugh 
Pavletich and the USA’s 
Wendell Cox. The survey ob¬ 
serves dramatic trends in US 
markets that point to future Ca¬ 
nadian trends. 

Recent upheavals in housing 
markets across die globe mean 
that this fifth annual survey 
shows the largest year on year 
changes since die survey began. 

The extent to which local au¬ 
thorities make land and devel¬ 
opment possibilities open to 
developer® and would be home 
buyers affects the affordability of 
housing more than any other 
factor. The most basic economic 
analysis is crystal clear drat con¬ 
straints in supply lead to in¬ 
creased prices- 
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Itl light ufllie L'LII I'Olt WUI III fi¬ 
nancial situation .land supply con¬ 
straints, high prices, and high 
volatility are a significant piece of 
the puzzle in explaining financial 
collapse. Higher prices for 
houses, while often welcomed by 
existing home owners, arc an 
affordability obstacle to non home 
owners anti ultimately increase 
volatility in housing markets be¬ 
cause high p ices have further to 
fall when economic conditions 
change. When ihose prices are 
created by artificial supply con¬ 
straints on urban land, such as 
"S r liar t G row tl r policies adopted 
by many Canadian municipalities, 
this volatility is unnecessary and 
dangerous. 

The surveys authors say that 
questionable city planning poll - 
cies have contributed to low 
supply and high prices. 

Canada has had a milder ex¬ 
perience than that of die USA 
over the past year, but underly¬ 
ing trends point to Canadian 
housing markets being equally 
vulnerable to changes in eco¬ 
nomic conditions, 

Canadian cities, such as 
Saskatoon, winch have experi¬ 
enced strong economic growth, 
have found their affordability 
slipping rapidly 

The report says that Canada 
has so far escaped die bubble- 
3 nd-bust trend seen in the 
United Stales in recent years. 
However, the ratios of puce lo 

income seen in major Canadian 
markets and the affordability 
trends observed when Canadian 
housing markets experience 


HOME 


rapid economic growth suggest 
that artificial supply constraints 
applied on this side of the bor¬ 
der arc setting the Canadian 
mortgage industry up fora simi¬ 
lar fell. 

• FRONTIER I.ENTTU; KM 
pvm.ic: policy. Fifth Aunmtl 
I )* m vgt a ft h iff la if nt n i io ft a I 
/ tons in* AJfpt'dahiltiy Sumy 

Saskatoon has donated seven 
homes on the site cf the Pleas¬ 
ant Hill revitalization to Habi¬ 
tat for Humanity. City council 
voted unanimously at its Janu¬ 
ary 26 meeting to donate the 
houses, for a nominal fee of $ 1. 
For the charity to auction the 
buildings as part of its fund rais¬ 
ing efforts. 

The houses currently occupy 
Parrel E on 20th Street West, 
part of die Pleasant Hill Revitali¬ 
zation Concept Plan, which is to 
be developed as a high density, 
residential high-rise with com¬ 
mercial uses at grade level. The 
parcel will be offered to devel¬ 
opers through a request for pro¬ 
posals in Fall, 2009, The city 

purchased the bouses from 
Wolfe Construction properties 
located on die 1400 block of 
20th Street West. 

Auctioning die housing stock 
is intended to help raise hinds 
for 11 ah i tat for Humanity and to 
save good housing stock for use 
elsewhere in the city 
■ cut or saskatoon 
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HOLMES 


City Releases 
Affordable 
Housing Report 


Fast Consulting has prepared 
the research summary ^Afford¬ 
able Mo using ill Saskatoon: In¬ 
dustry Perceptions and Experi¬ 
ences” for the City nf Saskatoon. 

Industry' and stakeholders are 
generally satisfied in dieir deal¬ 
ings with die City on affordable 
housing projects* die report 
states, noting that there are dial- 
length related to lack of aware¬ 
ness of incentives that encour¬ 
age affordable housing develop¬ 
ment 

The report also notes some 
confusion over which level of 
government - municipal, pro¬ 
vincial, Federal - is responsible 
for funding, 

“Some organizations, par¬ 
ticularly those with less exjw^ri- 
cnai. find navigating building 
code standards and soiling by¬ 
laws confusing," die report says. 
■ city of saskatoon 


Building Permits 
Continue Upward 
Trend 


Saskatchewan building permits 
continued on the upward trajec¬ 
tory with die latest figures show¬ 
ing an S.S per cent increase to¬ 
talling $150 million for Novem¬ 
ber 2008 up from October 2008 
on a seasonally adjusted hum. 

The report released by Statis¬ 
tics Canada in January, allows 
that when compared to Novem¬ 


ber 2007, the November 2008 
seasonally adjusted figure is a 
26.6 per cent increase, the high¬ 
est among the provinces. 

“These figures show that 
builders and buyers continue to 
have strong confidence in the 
resiliency of the Saskatchewan 
economy” said advanced edu¬ 
cation, employment and labour 
minister Rob Norris said on be- 
licilf of enterprise and Innovation 
minister Lyle Stewart “Despite 
the tough economic times, we 
aru pleased to see that many of 
our economic sectors continue 
to perform way above average.” 

Non-residential permits in 
Saskatchewan increased by 59.0 
per cent for a total of $80 mil¬ 
lion seasonally adjusted,, which 
was the highest among die prov¬ 
inces. 

Compared to other western 
provinces Saskatchewan’s over¬ 
all increase of 26.6 percent was 
far ahead of decreases in Mani¬ 
toba (-5.9 per cent). Alberta {- 
1.4,5 percent) and BC (-32.6 
per cent}. 

■ PROVtMX OF SASKATCHEWAN 


Affordable 
Housing Complex 
Opens for Seniors 


Juniper Manor, a three-storey 
residential building teab iring 43 
new rental units, officially 
opened in Saskatoon m January 
for seniors in need of low-cost 
housing. 

“Building stability, increasing 
affordability and enhancing die 
quality of housing are critical 
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suppurt!» that uiLuii be in place 

to ensure that all Saskatchewan 
people* including seniors, ben¬ 
efit from our prosperous 
economy/ 7 said social services 
minister Donna Harpaucr. “Ju¬ 
niper Manor will be a place of 
comfort anti security for its resi¬ 
dents, and our government is 
proud to help make a difference 
in the lives of the senior mem¬ 
bers of tins community. 

“The City of Saskatoon is 
very proud to support afford¬ 
able housing projects like Juni¬ 
per Manor, n said Saskatoon 
Mayor Donald Atchison, “Not 
only will Juniper Manor provide 
much needed lmv-<x>s£ housing 
for seniors by utilizing a oncc- 
vacant site in the revitalizing 
Riversdale neighbourhood but 


it also help to ensure citizens 
have a home in our growing* 
thriving city now, and into the 
mture.” 

Tiie project, which was un¬ 
dertaken by Juniper Housing 
Corporation, cost approxi¬ 
mately $4.8 million, with $2.9 
million from Saskatchewan 
Housing Corporation and 
$322,400 from the City of 
Saskatoon, Hie funding balance 
was provided through mortgage 
financing, community fundrais¬ 
ing, land and in-kind contribu¬ 
tions. Additional funding was 
provided by the City of 
Saskatoon through their Enter¬ 
prise Zone incentives, such as 
tax abatements and rebates to¬ 
talling over 568*000. jumpers 
partners and supporters include 


the Saskatoon Chinese Benevo¬ 
lent Association. Saskatoon 
Chinese Cultural Association, 
Chinese Ladies" Association, 
along with AODBT Architec¬ 
tural Interior Design and North 
Kirlge Development Corpora¬ 
tion. 

Juniper Manor is located in 
Riversdale and consists of 10 
studio, nine bachelor and 24 
one-bedroom units. Tbe project 
features Asian architecture to 
reflect the traditions of the com¬ 
munity. The building is cur¬ 
rently undergoing occupancy. 

■ raonscH or syskati jjkwan 


The provincial government lias 
developed a suite of ]>rograms 
designed to encourage ihc use 
of environmentally responsible 
energy sources. 

The suite includes a new loan 
program for people who install 
a Canadian Geoexchange Coa¬ 
lition (GGCJ certified geo-ther¬ 
mal heating system or generate 
their own power from renew¬ 
able sources such as wind or 
solar, 

“These programs will pro¬ 
vide financial support to die 
growing number of Saskatch- 
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It’s Time To Rethink The Garage! 


Get DeCluttered! Get Organized! Get... 

(Beauty 

JpRAFT 

■'uni I 

www.beautycraft.ca 

1915 Ontario Ave, Saskatoon, SK. S7K 1T5 | 306.341.4103 

‘farmarly gamgebeyz 




Do You 


• Cabinets 


* Work Benches 


* Overhead 

Storage 


- Flooring 


Garage Back? 


• Wall Storage 


* Wall Accessories 


• Lift Systems 


9 Radiant heaters 


Want Your 


ewan people who want to heat their homes 
with geothermal or power their homes with 
alternative energy sources." says Crown cor¬ 
porations minister Ken. ClievcldayofT* ^En¬ 
couraging smalier-scale. environmentally re¬ 
sponsible generation is part rffour commit¬ 
ment to curb greenhouse gas emissions and 
ensure our province has a sustainable and 
reliable energy supply mix,as outlined in our 
Go Green Plan: 1 

Those eligible can receive a loan tor up la 
$25,000 for installing a geothermal system 
and a loan of up to $25,000 for installing a 
renewable system in a new or existing home. 
The program, effective immediately, will be 
delivered through SaskPowei Extraction — 
the utility’s portfolio of energy- efficiency, 
conservation and toad management pro¬ 
grams. 

Enhancements have been made to die ex¬ 
isting Energy' Efficiency Rebate for New 
Homes Program delivered through 
SaskEncrgy. Saskatchewan residents who 
build a new Energy Slat qualified. R-2000 
certified or Encrguidc 80 home may be eli¬ 
gible to receive a rebate of up to $3,500 for 
the installation ofa geothermal system. The 
rebate.retroactive tuJanuary 1,2008, is the 
largest rebate for new homes offered in 
Canada. 

The province is also topping up support 
to die Net Metering Program. Residents who 
wish to self-generic electricity using cuvi- 
ronmentally-friendly sources, such as wind 
or solar, could now receive a rebate of up to 
$35,000, retroactive to April L 2007. 

A geothermal rebate program is also be¬ 
ing designed for commercial customers* 
This program will be introduced in the 
spring of 2009. 

Information about these loan and rebate 
programs is available at saskpower.com. 

■ piiovtNci: or Saskatchewan 
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Create or 
Reincarnate 

Furnishings That 
Are True to You 

Wc often hear that decorating 
styles are becoming; more ec¬ 
lectic. Letting your personal 
tastes show m the ways you fin¬ 
ish vour interior can be much 
more rewarding when you aban¬ 
don "cookie cutter 5 shopping. 

You've been to all the show¬ 
rooms, but die furnishings and 
accessories loot pretty much 
alike. The catalogues are even 
worse. Let s face it, those big 
companies didn’t become suc¬ 
cessful by taking unnecessary 
chances. They played it safe by 
capitalizing on popular trends. 
Ifs the tyranny of the lowest 
common denominator. Sure, 
you can find stuff that Ionics nice, 
even great, but it just knhjea. 

Follow your own style* Creat¬ 
ing new designs from scratch, 
customizing traditional looks 
and refurbishing wom-cuL fa¬ 
vourites can give your home 
new appeal that's also long last¬ 
ing. 

Custom designs aren't for 
everyone, says Dale Mu chow- 



ski, an experienced him it Lire 
maker and owner of Taylor 
Made Furniture, a family busi¬ 
ness he has operated with w ife 
Dondda since 1991, Neverthe¬ 
less, there are n lot of people 
who arc looking for something 
different, lie says, and die de¬ 
mand for unique designs cre¬ 
ated by these types oflocai busi¬ 
nesses is growing. 

"There ate mure people who 
want something unique," says 
MudiowskL 4i At one point, eve¬ 
rybody wanted basically the 
same tiling. Now people arc get¬ 
ting a little more adventurous 
with their decorating and 
spending more on their furni¬ 
ture and interiors of their 
homes” 

There’s good value in custom 
furniture. Solid, well-con¬ 
structed pieces can stand up to 


a lifetime of use. They can be 
repaired and rc finished to main¬ 
tain their value. That also makes 
them much more sustainable, 
both economically and environ¬ 
mentally. 

Lately, people are finding 
contemporary urdeaii-Iiued de¬ 
sign in furniture most appealing, 
Muchowski says. 

"The traditional style, at one 
point, in w hat everyone seemed 
to want" he says. “Then we 
kind of moved into Mission 
more because it's very down-to- 
earth design, very simple, very 
good construction " 

Taylor Made manufactures 
kitchen, dining room, living 
roam and bedroom furniture, 
including dining tables, chairs, 
buffets, coffee and end tables, 
love scats and sofas. The com¬ 
pany's focus is on custom tie- 


sigi:v-him itu re in contenipornry, 
traditional and Mission styles, 
all handmade in woods such as 
oak, maple, birdi. mahogany, 
black walnut, cherry, beech and 
sap cl c, a reddish brown African 
wood very similar :o mahogany. 
It can be bard for people to 
visualize how custom furniture 
might look. Parti w that's why 
they buy pieces styled by famil¬ 
iar trends. Even custom-made 
pieces need to start with exam¬ 
ples that people can look at. 

u We have a showroom here" 
says M i ic In ms k i "Pi eces a re on 
display. Generally when some¬ 
one comes in, they might choose 
one ofour styles or do variations 
to the style - different colours, 
different woods within that 
style. They may select different 
shapes of tops or bases. They 
customize it based on what we 
have here ” 

Reincarnate Furniture 
by Renewing 

While new custom-built furni¬ 
ture can appeal to a broad range 
of tastes, it’s especially worth¬ 
while far growing nr newly-es¬ 
tablished households. A lot of 
people have good hitman c that. 
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rather iliaii being replaced,can 
be given new life. 

More people are interested in 
re-upholstering dieir worn fur¬ 
niture. savs Band Nichols, an 
- # * s 

upholsterer at Mr* Soldi tt Up¬ 
holstery. 

u l think a lot of people are 
learning that cheap furniture 
doesn’t last,” he saysOnce 
theyVt bought a new piece and 
it falls apart.. then they think 
theylljustgcLan old solid piece 
and get it redone.^ 

Starting with solidly-built fiir- 
niture is important* Getting 
well-built h triiin ire nnw will pay 
dividends down the mail, espe¬ 
cially if it can last for 20 years or 
ro before it needs to be re-up- 
holstcrcd. A lot of the furniture 
parents or grandparents pass 
down the generations would 


make suitable candidates, too. 
However, bargains can be 
sought at used furniture stores, 
antique shops and garage sales, 
says Nichols. 

The best piece will have a 
hardwood frame, or at least a 
grind. solid frame. 

“That’s the main thing, as 
long as you have a goad frame 
and good springs,’ 1 says 
Nichols- “YVe can put in new 
padding. We can even put new 
springs in. YYc can repair frames, 
too. but if s easier ifyou’vc got a 
good frame and good springs, 

“Tip them upside down and 
jmiII the dust cover off, see if the 
main pan of the frame is hard¬ 
wood or good wood. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to be hard¬ 
wood, but 'solid' wood * not til in 
plywood.” 


Look for screws and dowels 
with glue holding the frame to¬ 
gether he adds. 

If the item is a period piece or 
a family heirloom, you 11 prob¬ 
ably want to maintain its char¬ 
acter, so that re-upholstenng re¬ 
turns it to its former glory. If the 
aesthetics arerft important for 
heritage or sentimental value, 
even the most conservative, un¬ 
attractive piece can undergo rc- 
i n ci rkab I e 1 1 an sfomia tio a . 

“We can change die frame 
and pillows to make it look more 
modem,” says Nichols. u It de¬ 
pends on the furniture. Some 
people want it in look old. They 
want it to look the same as what 
it was. But some people want to 
modernize St, so you can do 
some changes to die frame and 
to the upholstery to make it look 


more contemporary/' 

“If 11 last you 15 or 20 years 
or so,'' he says. Thai's a lot bet¬ 
ter value than running out to 
buy a cheap scl every two or 
three years" 

Express Yourself 
Clearly with 
Customized Glass 

For something completely dif¬ 
ferent. there’s glass. It can add 
texture, shape mood, sculpt 
light, deficit* space, and intro¬ 
duce new design elements. 

For example, thick laminated 
glass counter tops and textured 
glns.s cabinet doors can create a 
unique style m the kitchen, ll 
can create lighter tones and a 
refre si ling atmosphere dial can’t 
be achieved with stone or ce¬ 
ramic tile. 



. . L. -^7 




Saskatoon H2-105th St,E., Saskatoon SK57N1Z3 

a < m r\ r\ r\ s Serving Saskatoon since 1996 

244-8906 


www.sawyers.ca 


SawyerMg 

Trees & Landscapes 
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Glass panels, instead of 
wooden balusters, give hand¬ 
rails a richer look, says Janet 
Silzer owner of Saskatoon’s 
SGO Designer Glass franchise. 
The company has been working 
with glass for more dian 35 
years. 

“I make a suggestion to my 
diems to have textured glass, 1 ’ 
she says. “If you have just 
startire glass, which is clear 
glass, then you’re always getting 
fingerprints showing” 

The company recently be* 
came a supplier of Saskatch- 
gu au Rougluiders memorabilia, 
creating glass works that indude 
the football team’s official de¬ 
sign, 

‘‘We’re going to do anything 
that you want with the 
Roughritfers logo on it" she says. 


She’s thin king ofcreating a deco¬ 
rative fireplace surround, among 
other types of glass products. 

Textured glass takes on an 
entirely different look when the 
edges are designed with curves. 

“For shower glass, the 
sculpted edges give it a nice fin¬ 
ish,” she says. “You can do room 
dividers. You can have LEDs at 
the bottom and sand-blasted 
glass at the top, with the 
sculpted edges, so you’ll see the 
liighlighrs." 

Glass shower doors can be 
complemented by a glass basin 
and decorative panels in the 
cabinetry oi the mirror* 

"When I first started, people 
didn't realize the extent of how 
glass can be used in different 
applications, colours and tex¬ 
tures. When people thought 


glass, they thought of plain old 
glass, buck in the 70s, you had 
your coffee tables with tile glass 
insert. That s what they’re 
thinking now 

“There are so many applica¬ 
tions for glass now” she adds. 
EL Irs so exciting. Anything that 
you want done in glass* can be 
(done). It’s just endless” 

■ DAK KELL SHAKES 


The Details 

■ Taylor Made Furniture 

Hwy 14 

Saskatoon. 306 384,4840 

w w w.tay !o rm ad em rniture ,ca 

■ Mr Schlitt Upholstery 

2-805 56th Street East 
Saskatoon, 306 665J455 

■ SCO Designer Glass 

96 B 33rd Street East 
Saskatoon 306.477,0098 



i 


NIWUOCAnOH 

101471a NnntwFJ. 

SuBfemioan 


GADMg£ 

fY#2=.-jsa r-yJr -s i (hr t 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN & 
DRAFTING SERVICES 

* Custom Home Dosrgft 

* Award Winning Service 

Phone: [306] 373-3805 
Fax: (3D6J 373-3BU& 

WWW,C^{lvniit ^gr»iti; ■: Ign-Cnm 

jlj 5E, 



Urban Oasis 


979.7006 
www.urbanoasishomes.com 



market research 
labour retention & 
recruitment 
investment attraction 
facilitating business 
relationships 


www.sreda.com 


Take a closer look at Saskatoon. 
























SYMPHONY 

CROUP OF COMPANIES 

WHFRF IXPFRTISF MFFTS FIEGANCF. 
SINCE 1994 


s no two projects are 
the same, we approach 
each one with a unique and 
comprehensive plan. 


DIVERSE SOLUTIONS FOR DIVERSE CLIENTS: 
ArchitecUial Design 
Interior Design 
Land Development 

Community Planning 


306.381.3739 

info ^ symphony in I eri ors.ca 
www.sym phony interiors.ca 
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Think Green 
When You 5pring 
Clean 

Shine and Sweep 
Eco- Responsibly 

The spring sunshine we joy¬ 
fully welcome also show s how 
badly the windows need wash¬ 
ing, and when dial job is (tone, 
mounds of clutter acquired in 
our winter nests arc revealed. 
We’re inspired to get at die ritual 
of spring cleaning and dc-clut- 
icring. 

We want to dean safely. No 
more poisoning the planet. No 
more tearing up our skin and 
lungs with itudear-streugLli 
products when a gentle touch 
will do. We’re taking a closer 
look at die cleaning products we 
use. Maybe we need big gun 
cleaners for the barbecue, but 
wall washing doesn’t need a 
s ku 11 -ai id-crossbo i its trea ti 11 cn t. 

The ctirec leading warriors in 
a responsible fight against grime 
are really pretty happy-facc 
products: White vinegar, baking 
soda and lemon juice. 

Vinegar in an all-purpose 
cleaner. Mix it half and half with 
water in a spray bottle and you 
are armed to tackle most clean¬ 
ing jobs, Vinegar is natural, a 
great deodorizer, and some au¬ 
thorities claim it disinfects. Your 
grandmother probably rinsed 


her hair with it before the days 
of conditioner. Thats because it 
stripped away soap residue and 
left a fresh fragrance. ;t Vinegar 
is safe to use on most surfaces 
and has the added bonus ofbe- 
ing incredibly cheap," says 
Sarah Aguirre of aboutconv 

Test the vinegar solution cm 
an inconspicuous area to find 
out if the surface material and 
colour can stand up to it Im¬ 
properly diluted vinegar can 
erode tile grout. Never use vin¬ 
egar on marble. 

Here arc suggestions for suc¬ 
cessful use: 

■ Vinegar makes windows spar¬ 
kle. 


■ Vinegar wipes up spills cm 
appliances and countertops. 

■ A cupful ol v inegar poured 
into your mop bucket deans 
floors without water streaks, 

■ Vi iiegaris a natural fabric sof¬ 
tener. Add half a cup to the rinse 
cycle. 

■ Full-strength vinegar can 
clean toilet howls, tackle soap 
scum or hard water stains, 

■ A tablespoon of vinegar sim¬ 
mered in a cup of water while 
cooking garlic, onions or cab¬ 
bage will absorb most of the 
odor. 

For a variety of jobs, bring on 
the lemon juice. This strong 
food acid belongs in a responsi¬ 


ble cleaning arsenal, because it s 
effective against most household 
bacteria. 

Lemon juice* mixed with a lit¬ 
tle vinegar and baking soda to 
make a paste, works for shining 
brass and copper, Polish Cue 
hardwood furniture with a mix¬ 
ture of half a cup ol lemon juice 
with one cup of olive oil. Send a 
whole strip of lemon peel 
through the gar ha j c disposal to 
freshen the drain. 

You may know die value of 
keeping an open box of baking 
soda in your refrigerator to absorb 
odors, Baking soda can also dean, 
soften water and scour. Use it to 
scrub surfaces that Jietd grit. 

Don’t overlook the possibili¬ 
ties in the cornstarch package. 
It s about more than pudding. 
Cornstarch can be safely used to 
clean windows, polish furniture 
and shampoo carpets. 

For really tough jobs, go for 
the trisodium phosphate, com¬ 
monly known asTSK If s a mix¬ 
ture of soda asli ami phosphoric 
acid. No. you don’t want to 
swallow it because it is toxic. But 
it's safer than more-toxicchemi¬ 
cals that are usually sold to dean 
drains or remove old paint, ac¬ 
cording to www.eartheasjr.com. 
It also doesn’t produce fumes. 

These simple products help 
you get the sparkle without the 
guilt. 
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SASKATCHEWAN 

NEW HOME 

WARRANTY 


BUYING A NEW HOME? C 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 


Choosing a builder who belongs to the New Horne 
Worranty Program ensures your new home is protected 
from problems thul con occur with new buildings. 


You'll be covered lor*; 

* Your initial deposit up to $25,000 il the builder defaults 

* Defects in workmanship or materials fer the first year 

* Etfetiar water penetration for two years 

* Majcr structural defects for five years 

Plus, you con get even more comprehensive coverage with 
the opliorral extended coverage for single family homes. 

To find out more, visit our website, or contact us today* 


Htf > BWPI^W chwlpfaf at C WJm qe GtrMCt fN# 
ot VttliUrhnkfn far wlfrintt rWn j| 


www.nhwp.org 


Saskatoon 1.306.373.7833 • Regina (306 546.S220 



Make a Clean Sweep 

Now wrrc ready (o tie-cl utter, 
readv to be a little ruthless* be¬ 
cause we realize liow much 
easier cleaning routines will be 
if we simply have less stuff. 

Don't trash die unirasb-ablcs, 
You probably already knew 
where most of h should go. 
Saskatoon Curbside Recycling 
takes care of tonnes in their 
tlirec-bin sy stem. Bin one is for 
all paper and cardboard except 
newsprint. Bin two is for 
aluminum, tin, glass, plastics 
and plastic bags, and bin three 
holds two large plastic bags, one 
For newsprint and one for bev¬ 
erage containers of all kinds, 
You don’t need to spend your 
precious weekend carting stuff 
to depots* 

“Recycling with us allows for 
our city to car pool its recycla¬ 
ble materials to various drop o\\ 
sites, reducing the impact an the 
environment while freeing up 
your valuable weekend time,” 
said a spokesperson at Saska¬ 


toon Curbside Recycling* 

The City of Saskatoon holds 
household hazardous waste col¬ 
lection dates, announced in lo- 
cal media. This is how jo get rid 
o fl io i.i s el lold - a uto n to bve. 1 a wi i 
and garden chemicals that you 
don’t want. 

(Mien a householders biggest 
puzzle is a dead piece of elec¬ 
tronic equipment. SWEEP 
(Saskatchewan Waste Elec* 
[rmiic Equipment Program), 
contracts with S ARC AN Recy¬ 
cling to accept obsolete elec¬ 
tronics* (depot locations at 
wwiVt&weepittCa or rail 1-8H8- 
350 6555 *) 

SWEEP takes desktop com¬ 
puters and peripherals, note¬ 
book computers, monitors, 
desktop printers .all-in-one de¬ 
vices am! televisions* If your 
equipment still has life in it. con¬ 
sider donating or selling n 

For recycling paint, sec 
www.produclcare.org. Fur gen¬ 
eral recycling information see 
www* s as kwastered n cli r>u. ca. 



TKB LAW RC. INC. Barristers k Solicitors 

622 Duchess Street, Saskatoon, SK S7K OR 1 * Telephone: (306) 978-3385 • Facsimile: (306)978-3386 * Visit us at www.tkblaw.ca 


WE SPECIALIZE IN CLIENT 
FOCUSED REAL ESTATE LAW 


Our commitment is to provide exceptional 
legal services and client satisfaction 
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The One-Day 
Bathroom 
Renovation 

It's Also Efficient 
and Economical 

Bathroom renovation - or any 
renovation tor dial matter- 
makes people more money* 
conscious than ever in uncer¬ 
tain economic times* Bath Fit¬ 
ter, a No nli-Am erica wide com¬ 
pany located in Saskatoon and 
Regina, offers one of the more 
affordable quality options with 
is signature one-day bathroom 
remodelling* 

Traditional remodelling - a 
Full tcar-out and replacement 
wntli tile work, and new fixtures 
can cos* S 10.000 or more* and 
can put a bathroom out of com¬ 
mission for days, if not weeks. 
A Bath Fitter one-day remodel 
costs much less than that, and 
the quality and care are still 
there. 


Free In-home 
Estimate 

The first part of the process is 
the free in-home estimate. Hath 
Fitter uses trained estimators 
who can answer all of a client's 
questions about tub liners, 
showers, and the company’s 
unique seamless wall systems* 
They are also trained tn accu¬ 
rately take die measurements of 
the customer's bath area - infor¬ 


mation they'll use in two ways. 
First, they'll assess whether the 
Bath Finer experience will work 
in the customers home, and 
second, they'll be able to deter¬ 
mine die products dial will best 
meet their needs. Estimators con 
also help by guiding the cus- 
tumer through the numerous 
choices of color in mb liners, 
showers, and accessories. 


A Bath Filter bathroom mabtovei n 
economical ard efficient Fhotov Bath 
Fitter 

Custom 

Manufacturing 

Next, Batl i Fitter custom manu¬ 
factures the products that arc 
going to be installed. The esti¬ 
mators provide the exact meas¬ 
urements of the customer's 
bathroom fixtures tn the in ami 
facLuring plant in Montreal* 
There, employees use these 
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our approach is a little differMit, 

and it shows in everything from our coffee, 



espresso, baked goods, sandwiches and soup, 
a preference for the best ingredients and a 
small batch, 'fresher is better 1 attitude - from 
grinding and brewing our artisan coffee by the 
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cup, to baking in smaller batches throughout 
the day and to using the highest standards in 
preparation for espresso and lattes Ion the 
only La Marzocco espresso machine in 
Saskatchewan), this is more than an approach, 
it is a defining passion. 

museO 


COFFEE & ESPRESSO 


measurements to create a tub 
liner, shower liase. or wail-sys¬ 
tem that meets the exact spcci* 
Hcations of the customer's 
home. 

Because they practice an effi¬ 
cient form of management 
known as vertical integration, 
Bath Fitter controls even' step 
of die process. For example, to 
make sure the acrylic used is of 
the highest possible quality, the 
company manufactures its own 
durable, attractive acrylic right 
on situ. This acrylic is then 
thermoformed into the exact 
products required. 

Vertical integration doesn’t 
end there. Bath Fitter even de¬ 
ploys its own trucks to guaran¬ 
tee secure and on-time delivery 

One-day Installation 

The next part ofihe Bath Fitter 
experience is tlie company’s ad¬ 
vantage of getting die job done 
lit ime-day. When the installer 
arrives at the customer’s home, 
he will already have the estirna- 
tor’s exact measurements of the 
bathroom as w ell as die custom- 
moulded fixtures dial lit right 
over die old ones. This takes any 
element of surprise out of the 
process. 


Installations vary according 
to the exact demands of the cus¬ 
tomer. Otic of tile most common 
is a tub liner and wall system in¬ 
stallation. A named technician 
will prepare the surface of the 
old tub by laying down high 
quality, non-toxic adhesives. 
Old plumbing fixtures, such as 
faucets and shower-heads, can 
also be replaced wiiliencrgy-cf- 
licient models that reduce wa¬ 
ter use. 

When it’s time to move die 
new tub liner into place, die fit 
is exact. The tub liner bonds 
quickly and seamlessly with the 
aid tub, %c\ tint when the work 
is finished, it T s pretty much im 
possihlc to tell that the old tub 
was ever there. 

The Bath Fitter experience is 
unique every step ol the way, 
and it’s been a hit among cus¬ 
tomers in Saskatchewan for 
many years. PcrhajJS it’s time to 
find nut about the Bad] Fitter 
experience for your home. 

The Details 

■ Bathfitter (Saskatoon) 

2217 A H&nselnan Co jrt 
Saskatoon 306 . 373.2638 
www.bathfittersxorn 




SHOWROOMS TO SERVE YOU 


WWW.WOLSELEYINC.CA 


ABBOTSFORD 
CALGARY (2) 
DUNCAN 
EDMONTON (2) 
KAMLOOPS 
KELOWNA 
LANGLEY 
LETHBRIDGE 
MEDICINE HAT 
NANAIMO 
RED DEER 
REGINA 
SASKATOON 
VANCOUVER 
VICTORIA 
WINNIPEG 


BainUltra 1 


The quest for your wellness™ 





BainUltra® proudly presents the Tekura™ concept, designed for you and around you. for an enveloping effect leading you to a state of renewed 
wellness. Its thoughtful design ensures inspired care with its MyBodyRest™ accessory kit: hesd T ests, armrests and a legrest, specially designed 
for your total relaxation. Its Inspired design lets you get the most out of yourTekura-end enjoy an Inspirational experience In therapeutic care. 



Prepare to be inspired by stepping into one of our luxury showrooms 
and see th8 endless possibilities that await you. 

REGINA SASKATOON 

1176 Hamilton St. 649-51 St. E 

306,565.2284 306,933.2237 



a WOLSELEY company 

www.kltchenandbethdassics.es 
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2515 Millar Ave. - Saskatoon - 1250 Osier St. - Regina 
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Revitalized homes, revitalized 
neighbourhoods, revitalized citizenry. 


Celebrating a Rema 



able Sense 


^HERE'S ONE THING 1 NOTICE 
WHEN I TALKTO PEOPLEABOUTTHEIR HOMES: A SENSE OF PLACE. 
I HAVE NOTICED THIS FORAS LONG AS I HAVE LIVED IN SASKATCH¬ 
EWAN, DURING TIMES WHEN HOUSING PRICES WERE DEPRESSED 
AND DURING BOOM TIMES WHEN VALUES HAVE SKYROCKETED. 


of Place 


When I was livingiii other cit¬ 
ies, in other provinces, 1 did not 
see this, People's homes were 
transitory* Everyone always 
seemed so anxious to move on 
or move up, A house %wis not a 
place to live in: it was ait invest¬ 
ment, as impersonal as any busi¬ 
ness transaction with a Faceless 
multinational corporation. 
More than that, it was an invest¬ 
ment to be dipped early and of¬ 
ten. 

Don 1 * get me wrong- There 
are good reason to move. Fami¬ 
lies grow or shrink. Jobs come 
and go. Disasters, public or per¬ 
sonal. befall unexpectedly, 1 
once moved cigliuimcs in eight 
years. 


1 never understood w hat peo¬ 
ple meant when they talked 
about putting down roots, until 
] experienced it in Saskatoon. 
Before theii T this was merely a 
quaint expression I first heard 
from my grade three leather. But 
those who have actually put 
down roots understand the 
sense of place, the gradual or 
sometimes not-so-gradual reali¬ 
zation that you belong some¬ 
where. 

] almost expected to see that 
sense of place evaporate as 
Saskatoon house prices began 
taking off in a big way two years 
ago. We haven’t been able to 
turn on the TV without hearing 
about the housing prices or 


Previous page: 

The kitchen of The 
Hayloft Photo 
jimmy Qncschuk 
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open a newspaper without reading 
about residential construction. 
Whether prices and construction 
arc rising, steady or falling, its all 
news and it ought to make ]>coplc 
think about die places they live, in 
ways that they had not thought 
about them before. 

Yet, even now, everyone 1 meet 
still considers their house their 
home. Nonetheless, the recent 
boom has changed people’s atti¬ 
tudes in ways that fund amen tally 
alter bow they value both dicir pri¬ 
vate spaces and our communal 
spaces. 

Homeowners are more Milling 
than ever to invest in renovation 
projects that reflect the value of 
their properties. When hnuse 
prices were depressed,, it was hard 
to justify" any expense that ex¬ 
ceeded die value of the building. 
Even as bouse prices decline, they 
are add higher than at the start of 
the boom, so that renovation in¬ 
vestments continue m pay off, es¬ 
pecially if those investments have 
involved energy- efficiency meas¬ 
ures. 

I watched as what seems like a 
third of the houses in our imme¬ 
diate neighbourhood upgraded 
siding, insulation, windows and 
doors last summer and fall. Judg¬ 
ing by the activity in die area, it's a 
good bet that changes were taking 
place witliiii die homes, as well. 
The city’s building permits re¬ 
ports would suggest that this is 
happening all over Saskatoon. 

What 1 found most remarkable 
about this transformation was that 


many of the upgrades were taking 
place on wartime houses. Else¬ 
where in the country; these build¬ 
ings would have been deemed too 
old. too small and much too plain 
to be worth the effort of saving 
them, let alone to improve them. 
Their owners would have brought 
in the bulldozers and started over 
ot called up a real estate agent and 
moved on without a second 
thought. But to 5askatomam,our 
homes have value be vend their 
dollars. It didn’t hurt that our cur¬ 
rently higher property values 
made the upgrades a wise invest¬ 
ment decision. Yet die decisions 
dial Lhc owners made lo renovate, 
instead of tear down or move, re¬ 
flect the sense to which their per¬ 
sonal space defines their identities. 

At a grander scale, we arc see¬ 
ing a revitalization of entire neigh¬ 
bourhoods. A new generation of 
developer has begun eying up 
properties that others would not 
see of any value* Audacious buy¬ 
ers are helping older homes in 
slighted neighbourhoods gain re¬ 
newed lift. New forms of in-fill 
residential development are bring¬ 
ing a creative rebirth to core neigh¬ 
bourhoods and to down town. The 
distinctions between residential 
space and commercial space arc 
becoming blurred, and even re¬ 
versed. The conversion of For¬ 
merly commercial or institutional 
spaces into residential and die evo¬ 
lution of live/work spaces would 
not be occurring except for our 
sense of “placed 
■ IMRRELI. MULES 
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Atovo Sncw covt-ts the 
groLines of the Petit/ 

Sommerville house MS it is 
today. Photo: Jimmy 
Oncschuk 

Left: Tfie Inchtly hi 
bathroom is accented by 
the original dawfoot tub, 
which was discovered 
with help from the 1927 
renovation bljcpnms. 
Photo Jimmy Qn^chuk 

Opposite: The Pelt/ 
Sommervjlb house circa 
1912 Photo: Archives 
5c.imcd/piocesscd by 
Lishi Eraser 
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A Regal Residence Restored To 
Its Former Gracious Glory 


GRAND 

REDESIGN 



he Pctit/Sommcrvilk house h a 
stately manor that has been standing on University Drive in Saskatoon 
since 1!)I2, Over die hst hundred years, this cornerstone of the neighbour¬ 
hood lias been a family home, rental quarter®,and was even allegedly a brothel 
aL one time* However, tins regal domicile had been flirting with demolition 
until the husband and wife team of Karen and Steve Anonymous decided to 
dedicate years of their lives to returning this residence to its former glory, 
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Above: Tfc sundL'd, above ihu portico vvai heavily 
darnaged; much ol Uic interior was m thr same 
condition, The rotten wood on the deck fa rid \p thr; 
home) was stepped down Id the 1 x 4s, (Photos; 
scanned/processed by Tasha Fraser 

Below; Thr kitehen features an oak floor and 
cabinetry by RcdS Kittens. Photo: Jimmy Gncschufc 


“It* one of those houses that a lot of peo¬ 
ple go by and they remember, 77 says Karen. 
"We also used to walk by, for decades, and 
sort of dream about it. When it came on the 
market, we were ready for it. We bought it 
with the sole idea of turning it back into the 
one family house that it was:’ 

Laden with windows and accented with 
square turrets and a long driveway leading 
underneath the arches of a portico, the bruise 
was deserted by 1915 when die real estate 
market bottomed out during the war. Tlic 
original owner, Herman Petit, bad warned a 
unique look, so he had hired Frank P. Vinr- 
tin. An architect and engineer, Martin was 
known fur creating some of the city’s major 
architectural construction during Saska¬ 
toon* early boom years, including the 
Macmillan Building and Pleasant Hill 
School 

"The design of the house was a combina¬ 
tion of everything Petit thought was cnol" 
says Karen. "The style has sometimes been 
called Queen Anne revival, which I thinkjust 
means eclectic." 

Restoring this unique dwelling to its gra¬ 
cious former self proved in be a task of gar¬ 
gantuan proportions, Karen and Steve had 
renovated several houses previously, even 



winning a I tentage Award from the city Fur 
their last endeavor, a residence oil Saskatch¬ 
ewan Crescent. However, tins house would 
prove to be more complex than any of the 
houses they bad restored in die past 

"We Learned how to renovate by having] 
some good friends with knowledge, lots of 
reading, and lots of risk." explains Steve. 
“But there were parts of tins house where 
we weren’t sure wliat was there. When you’re 
undoing SO years of renovations, sometimes 
there’s a lot of adapting to what you find 
underneath,” 

The most complicated aspect of die ad¬ 
aptation was to undo die substantial modi¬ 
fications that took place m 1927,The 4,200 
square foot home had been divided up into 
five separate rental units, which changed the 
building drastically. The main staircase that 
had gone from die basement to die third 
floor had been removed,and an outside .stair* 
way had been added to service the rental 
units on the third floor. In fact, for (he first 
two years die couple owned live home, they 
were forced to go outside in order to move 
between floors. More so than in most herit¬ 
age home restorations, their work was part 
restoration and part renovation, 

"The renovation in 27 was massive “ says 
Steve. " They did tilings that were impossi¬ 
ble to change back. Some of those things arc 
beyond restoration. 13 

Armed with blueprints from 1927. the 
couple set out to use every resource at their 
disposal to restore the house. Rarely taking 
any time off, they planned the jobs in se¬ 
quence. living in numerous sections of die 
house as they worked, Much of the residence 
had become decrepit, and they had to tear 
down before they could rebuild. 

After a lengthy deconstruction of die in¬ 
nards of the building, they enlisted the as¬ 
sistance of an electrician and a [dumber, with 
tlic wiring in particular causing them grief. 
The original walls were plaster over concrete 
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with a brick cxtcriui: &u in Older Ut install 
insulation and run wiring, tlicv had to erect 
additional wills with framing overtop of the 
originals. When that chore was complete, the 
couple spent weeks crawling through 
cramped, filthy spaces to run die new wir¬ 
ing, including turning live electrical hoses 
front the rental units back to one main box. 

When the wanner months were upon 
them, they were free to work on the exterior. 
The yard was landscaped, windows were 
installed, ant! the gazebo and carriage house 
were repaired. The most Ircautifiil aspect of 
the exterior is a portico above the main en¬ 
trance. which houses a smideck, accessible 
from the second floor It was wet and rotted 
out. so Steve stripped it down to the 2 x 4s 
and rebuilt it. Now: it's a scenic hideaway* 
perfect Ibr enjoying i\ weekend coffee and 
paper, while overlooking the majesty of Uni¬ 
versity Drive, 

To if re kind of up in the trees " says Steve, 
i; and most people don’t even know there’s a 
deck up die re. It's really cool in the summer.” 

During the winter months, lire couple re- 
treated to labour inside the home. Steve is a 
master fir I carpenter, and reconstructed eve¬ 
rything from grand staircases to the minor 
accents, like moldings and banisters. Karen 
painted and stained more in a few years than 
most will in a lifetime,and in fact* even sewed 
all the curtains herself. Their passion trans¬ 
lated to patience as they slowly uncovered 
[he old borne. 

"We do love old liouses,and we love work¬ 
ing;’ admits Karen, “It 1 ® really exciting to 
tind tire house buried beneath what usually 
is a bunch of renovations ,’ 1 

One of the largest indoor tasks proved to 
be re imaging die kite lien, which took an en¬ 
tire year, lire floor was leveled and a real oak 
floor was installed so it could be refinishable 
in as many as a hundred years. This also 
meant mounting marble underneath the 
steam radiator to halt its heat and weight 


from working its way into the floor over time. 
The marble, though functional, is also a 
lovely visual touch. 

Anyone who enjoys the culinary arts 
would fall in love with tins k itchen. The walls 
are lined with outstanding white cabinetry: 
hiult by Red! Kitchens, and there is a charm¬ 
ing little baking comer off the main area, 
Tliis comer almost didn't conic to fruition 
because of an arched doorway leading to the 
front mom that did not leave enough space. 
In die end. they moved the doorway over 16 
inches, a process Steve will not be quick to 
repeat 

"It’s a lot of work to move a door 1 b little 
inches.’ 1 he laughs. 

Work on the house is not quite complete, 
but the couple can sec an end on the hori¬ 
zon. Though it was impossible Eo restore it 
to its original state. Karen and Steve have 
built on the past lo fashion something inno¬ 
vative and elegant. Where once they were die 
people passing the house, it is now tlieir 
neighbors who stroll by, always with encour¬ 
aging words* thrilled that the picturesque 
home has been resurrected, Tl lc couple 1 ms 
not simply renovated mic building; they have 
revitalized a small but significant part of 
Saskatoon, 



"The house was almost demolished once 
about 25 years ago because it was hard to 
salvage,” says Karen, i: But now it’s a very 
strung feature uf the neighbor IkkhI: one of 
the anchors of a beautiful neighborhood.” 
■ ciuh: stjjjphast 


Above: The front entrance- Photo: 
Jimmy Onctchuk 

Below: Just a small section of the 
workspace available in the renovated 

kitchen, Photo: Jimmy Ortesduik 
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Couples Rejuvenate Their Home 
To Reflect Their Personalities 

A TALE OF 
TWO RENOS 


R_„ 

affairs. They are property owners" mentis to personalize Uidr homes, 
to claim ownership of the most intimate spaces around them* Short 
of building an entirely new home, renovations reinterpret the spaces 
designed by those who occupied them before so that tliey belong to 
the new occupants. 

The two Saskatoon families featured here show how they under* 
stand the powerful influences that our living spaces exert on our sense 
of comfort and personal well being. No sootier had they moved in 
than they began adapting those spaces* 

It can be no coincidence that both families make their livings cre¬ 
ating meaningful personal experiences for others. 

Odette Nicholson is a professional visual artist. Site and her hus¬ 
band. Mark, who has his own artistic Hair, own Gaby’s children’s 
clothing store on Broadway. 


Opposite top: The ditat the 
top of the will separating 
the living room from the 
master bedroom allows Nflht 
and air to flow through the 
house, The coSourS "mingle 
and play ir Lhe lifcht,* ^ays 
owner Odette Nicholson, 
The renovated kildien is 
more open and efficient 

Opposite bottom: The 
addition built three years 
ago by Sarah Robbins and 
Jeff Hehn expanded their 
dining room and allowed 
Ihc kitchen to expand with a 
curved espresso bar 
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Top The sit at the top of the will sepnratfrr^ the 
living room from the ouster bedroom alfov^s light and 
air to flow through the house, 


Bottom Maibte Itles ateorb light sptllmg in from me 
skylghi alove producing a subtle lighting throughout 
the bathroom Theco!our> and decor make the room 
feel more ipaeous 


Sarah Robbins and her pa rtner. ) efFHehn* 
a lecturer at SIAST, own Caffe Sola coffee 
house in the Warehouse District. 

Although both families felt inspired to 
change their relationships with their homes 
as soon as they could begin, each applied 
their own unique approaches to achieve 
tlieir goals* 

For the Nicholsons, it was largely a project 
they wanted to complete on their own. lut¬ 
ing tradespeople only where their own ex¬ 
pertise fell short. Robbins and Hehti 
brought in the big gum, commissioning an 
architect lu design the project and a builder 
to execute it. 

Both approaches were highly successful, 
delivering to each homeowner die finished 
home they desired. 

The Nicholsons: Big 
Boost for a Bungalow 

When Mark and Odette Nicholson reno¬ 
vated theirHaultain house, it wasn't die first 
time they'd taken on such ei project* They 


have a knack for taking any place dieyVe 
lived and adapting it to their needs. 

The 1055 bungalow they found on the 
market three years ago was as solid as a rock. 
h proved to he the perfect location for 
Odette, a local visual artist* tu work her 
magic. 

D n ring die following two years, tl icy went 
about their work. The kitchen grit a new 
countertop, while the cabinets beneath were 
updated with pullout racks. Overhead, the 
cupboard doors were removed. The 
Nicholsons removed inefficient counter and 
cabinet space on cue side of the kitchen Lu 
make way for a new stove ant) lighter cabi¬ 
nets. putting a new refrigerator in die loca¬ 
tion formerly occupied by die stove. They 
added a high volume range hood, vented 
dim ugh die roof. The changes opened up 
tilt kitchen, making it a more efficient place 
tu work. 

The bathroom was updated with a ped¬ 
estal st> T le sink, low-flow toilet, new mirror, 
designer lighting and marble tiled floor. 

The couple tore up the original linoleum 
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from die kitchen door and put clown com¬ 
mercial vinyl tiles They pulled up the car¬ 
peting throughout the main floor, then 
sanded and finished the hardwood floors 
they found underneath. 

"it was all indoor-outdoor carpet, all the 
way through the bedroom, the hallway* eve¬ 
ry thitig.'’ says Odette. 

u We did the floor then we did the wall” 
says Mark* “We put die wall back in and put 
the door on." 

Previous owners had knocked out a wall 
that once separated die master bedroom 
from die living room. Tt created a huge liv¬ 
ing space, but didn't do much to help sleep¬ 
ing space in die two-bedroom home. Putting 
back tl ic wall wouldmi istate the 11 Lister bed¬ 
room and create a cozy, more comfortable 
living room. Still, with die house oriented 
across the width of the lot and the living 
loom Facing north* it would be a challenge 
to make die most of natural sunlight once 
die wall was up. 

"There was no point building the wall all 
die way up to die ceiling, because you're 
never really away from anybody who might 
be in the living room or the kitchen, 7 * says 
Odette. Si And J wanted light midair- to 
flow through between die rooms so that die 
rooms never get stuffy. I can have the [bed¬ 
room] door dosed for visi ml privacy and, m 
the middle of die afternoon, the air and the 
sunlight coming from the south are coming 
into the living room through the envelope at 
the top. You can see the colour of the wall 
on the other side, the different colour of the 
wall oil diis side, anti they mingle and phiv 
in die light* 

"I hke die feeling of the air moving. I like 
die house to fed fresh by itself. You always 
have the smell of fresh air. Ids comfortable 
sitting in here, not stagnant ” 

In the basement, they exposed the walls 
down to die concrete,added insulation and 
ViipoLu barrio* and installed a high efficiency 


furnace and water heater. On the basement 
floor, they applied a mis of ceramic tile, cork 
flooring and linoleum tile. 

U A lot of die decorating happens because 
1 find material and then we do the room.” 
says Odette, "as opposed to deciding to do 
die room and spending more money being 
frustrated at not being able to find exactly 
what 1 want and taking ;i substitute* 

;: l kepi experimenting with different tiles* 
I kepi bringing the samples home and real¬ 
ized that the skylight (in the bathroom) be¬ 
ing so huge, the light in the middle of the 
day just reflected up. You practically had to 
wear sunglasses in the bathroom* The sur¬ 
face of tile is blinding, but the marble is very 
subtle because it's natural stone. It absorbs 
a lot of (die light)* 11 happened to be on sale, 
so l bought it and brought it home/* 
Tlieartists says her desire for the aesthetic 
appearance oft he house is tempered greatly 
by its purpose. "N I want to liquidate die 
home or sell die house* it has to be accept¬ 
able io a good number uf people. So. right 
there. 3 shut myself down, but 1 have my art 
studio* 1 have my outlet through my art. If l 
want tti do interesting things — interesting 
to me then l do it in my studio. I don’t try 
to do it in the home. 

i; So. in our house, irs the light and die air 



Living room transformed. The 
rot Ini shed f Foots tot the natural beauty 
of the wood bring a sense of warmth 
into the room. Odette Nidioboii's 
artistic eye finds cdouir that relate well 
together, imp in?; her create 
comfortable spaces. 
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and the comfort of people ” she explains. 
“For example, not having the doors 011 the 
kitchen cupboards, because Lhe people that 
I live with arc visual. They have to lie able to 
see tilings to know where they are. It’s f aster. 
In commercial kitchens, there are no doors 
on anything. Everything'S open for ease of 
use and quickness. Its very efficient But 
some people would look at that and sec 
chaos and they don't like to be able to sec 
what the contents are inside the cupboards. 
So, 1 saved the doors, Fll put them back on 
if we ever list die house, 

M l think about how to use what I already 
have.how to improve it so dial it’s more effi¬ 
cient and more beautiful, but we don’t have 
to spend a billion dollars on it,” 

Odette is finding herself in demand to put 
her artistic talents to work designing other 
people's spaces. 

Commissions come by word of mouth, 
says Mark, 

“People co j ne to me,” says Odette. *1 
don’t want to railmatl diem into doing some¬ 
thing they don't want to do. but l have die 
ability to be perceptive about how it's going 
to work out best fui die client, regardless of 
what t think it could be if it was just me that 
go t to decide. I’m very aware of how the 
space is going to work for the people who 


are going to he using the space.” 

“It started after we did the church com 
version,” she says, referring to a former 
Methodist church at the corner of Main 
Street ami Easthikc Avenue that the 
Nicliol&ons had lived ill for three years. The 
space was perfect for an artisL 

"When we had the church, we had lots of 
hind misers, charity parties, where we’d get 
a couple hundred people in there,” says 
Odette, 

Odette, who has also worked as a musi¬ 
cian in the past, is currently helping the 
Saskatoon J nzz Society build the new Jazz: 
Bassmuit in die former pust office building 
downtown. 

Robbins and Hehn: 
Rental House Gets 
Revamped to Roomy 

When Sarah Robbins and Jeff I lchn moved 
into their 19]d two-storey Varsity View 
house 12 years ago, the first thing they did 
was begin making a lew changes. 

“When we bought the house, it was a 
rental house,'' says Robbins “It was in pretty 
rough shape. The day wc got keys, we actu¬ 
ally had a wall bashing party and started the 
renovations right away;’ 


Those renovations updated die kitchen, 
floors and upstairs. 

Three years ago, lhe couple derided to 
renovate again, 

“Tills house actually hud a really good 
seme of use of space, as an old house” says 
Robbins. “There are no hallways. Basically 
it was just rooms. Even though it was 800 
square feci uf home, there was a lot of space 
in it” 

“We realized the house was too small ” 
says Robbins- “Wc wanted a bigger dining 
room and space to put uur bikes and stuff, 
and we wanted a dedicated workout room,” 

“Jeffthought about moving, bur l love this 
area and didn’t want to move out of it. We 
looked at ;i leu more houses and looked at 
house prices, and just thought it would be 
better to put an addition on, as opposed to 
buying something new* because then you still 
have to fix it the wav you like it.” 

They commissioned Saskatoon architect 
Henev Klypak, of Klypak Rusick .Architects, 
to design their addition. Simon Toon and 
Ills company First General Services handled 
die construction, Robert Assid from Tesella 
Stone Carvers did the work on the slate 
counter tops used in the kitchen and slate 
Dooriiig elsewhere in the house, 

Robbins and Helm own Caffe Sola down¬ 
town. For Robbins it Vj lull time calling that 
she took up after a career as a veterinarian, 
while Helm works as a lecturer at SI AST, 
Both of diem are dedicated cyclists, compet¬ 
ing in cyclo-cross and triathlon. 

The new renovations had to accommo¬ 
date their life style and interests. The addi¬ 
tion would nearly double the space available 
to llie couple, improving die basement, ex¬ 
panding I he main floor and creating a new 
master bedroom with emstute bathroom, 
ensuitc walk-in closet and an upstairs laun¬ 
dry. The old master bedroom, a tiny space, 
is now their office- The basement incorpo¬ 
rates a workout roam. The addition also 
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made it possible to move the basement stiiirs 
&om the kitchen to the back of the house, 
providing better access from outside. The 
stairwell was removed and the space con¬ 
verted into a pantry, 

A summer kitchen at the back of die house 
and an attached garage, had to be torn down 
to maTe way for die addition. 

The space formerly occupied by the sum¬ 
mer kitchen allowed for expansion of the 
kitchen mtoa curved espresso bar,a perfect 
complement for die owners of a European - 
styled coffee house. 

Upstairs, the new master bedroom is 
“completely opposite to downstairs,*' says 
Robbins. ^Downstairs Is all curves and soft 
angles. Up here it T s all hard angles, Origi¬ 
nally we were going to put a flat ceiling, but 
1 always thought it was kind of neat to have a 
cathedral ceiling. I did want the bedroom to 
be really loft like and airy. I wanted the sense 


afairiness upstairs and I wanted d sense of 
ecu terap o ra ry -1 ic ss do w list ai rs." 

True to Klypak’s talent for such renova¬ 
tions, from die outside the addition is indis¬ 
tinguishable from the original structure. 

“It replicates the front of the bouse, with 
the dormer” snys Robbins, “If yon look at it 
from the side of the house, you can’t tell 
dierc’s a difference in the addition, because 
the iiuusc is so balanced/ 1 
They’ve now changed every square inch 
of the house, muses Robbins. 

“It’s totally our bourn* now!" 

■ IMmiKI J. KOAKES 


A bn vp ^nr| opposite: The addition, built ih ee yom 
ago. gave the couple a farger dirung are* and ojr/od 
espresso bar Upstairs, it added a mv master 
bedroom wfthensuite bath, walk-m dosel and 
laundry Thr basement contains a workout room 
Ardiilcf. Hcm'y Klypiik's use of cluvl^ aedb a 
graceful space 



Above With the addition, a new stairway leading to 
the rear entrance and basement meant that the o!d 
stairway leading down from live kitchen could be 
removed, making room for a panuy. Curved fines 
feature prominently in the addition, including the 
custom madt hand rail. 
























MAKE IT 

WALLTITE 
ECO 


When you're choosing insulation, make the right choice: 

WALLTITE ECO, the purple insulation by BASF, The Chemical Company. 



WALLTITE ECO ts a m&djum-densily poiyijralhanfi foam insulat[on/air bamer system deigned 
1 tj improve Hit: energy efficiency of any type at building, Its formulation indudes recycled ptostic, 
renewable content and a zero ozone-depleting blowing agent WALLTITEECO $ indusWY'teatflng 
performance results in substantial energy savings by maximizing the effectiveness of the building 
envelope, thus reducing energy costs, 

WALLTITE ECO also meets tre stnngsnf requirements of the GREENGUAFD Certification 
Program^' and GREEN GUARD Children S Schools' 7 ’ 1 certificalion, thus er&urhg optimal 
occupant comfort and safety. 

Optimised through BASF's Ire cyde analysis tool. WALLTITE ECO is Lb© first closed- 
cell spray polyurethane insubt on to obtain the EcoLogcf 1 . North America's most widely 
recognized environmental certifies ion 

With the goal of promoting energy elite em homes. WALLTITE ECO has been usee to meet 
the stringent energy performance reQuirements far tho following homes participating in Canada 
Mortgage and Housing uerporatens EQuldrium 1 " (Net loro Energy) Sustainable Houstny 
Demonstration initiative: fcoTerra 7 ''. Mow House ' iJ , and the AJstcrrvate Wei Zem House 


For more Information: 

Eastern region: 1-866-474-3S3B Western region: 1-300-891-0671 
wn1ltite.com I foammasters.ca wolltiteeco.coni 


Jf2 WALLTITE 

<y,d ECO” b * BASF 

I^^^L T The Chemical Company 


^ ‘ foar masters □ BASF 

h buie a tlHI Cu I .|iE7(' 



1/jp prtniqu«trw to raw njiiriJE) to ttcomin tfMta to !jk J nra (hw avaWbi ty St ccn**^vj pr-oea to 

nlffltrjl EUMlcationc, wlhgul compren-.; -i lead ;tfd dcplctns fha rotujl wodfifi, For f. :■ m-ivar ..wr< 

WALLTITEECO T * 1 HA£f Cauda t-1. J - ■ i -1 * - * x:j om.<ilToni navoUft oofia l\m tio pcpadba at jS pofccw 

WALLTITE ECO 1 j lojm itiMtiis v-f: - ■ f - . ■ : MAKi; tYJNQHT -i d irawrrr. % 11!.-.*s >n - :c-c,r . • l :j - , k d 
IftW b*;5j ii.fl- -T lr - ■; " 111 S ' Vi,.."' fl* ’■ •" ,11.^ -.*i 

,i ?.♦.£ The jpitlflL'ARC Cr. : n i :,. j . j r:: - r <+ : t^idlujwo fcn. s?r...:u: r,:,rL:. 
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PrairieMod 

A Beautiful Home 
Means 

A Beautiful Life 

PrairieMod is a recently coined 
term to describe a 21 st century 
lifestyle based ou the idea that 
living in a well-balanced home 
created with beauty and mean¬ 
ing is the foundation of a aimi- 
1(ir existence. It is an anidgmna¬ 
tion of the two design movement 
terms Prairie School and Mod¬ 
ernism from die late 19 th cen¬ 
tury, The piulosopines of these 
two eras had a major impact on 
North American living. They in 
turn sprang from die Arts and 
Grafts Movcmcn t whose propo¬ 
nents believed that a beautiful 
home leads to a beautiful life. 

One of the primary gums of 
PrairieMod fo I Lowers is. of 
course, architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright who became the Prairie 
School's most important inno¬ 
vator and whose career pro¬ 
gressed into Modernism. Addi¬ 
tionally, he was a major influence 
ou other Modem architects like 
Walter Gropius, Mies van do 
Rohe. Rudolf Schindler. Rich¬ 
ard Neiitra and John Lantner. 
Other designers and architects 
revered by PrairieMod fans are 
Gustav Stickler Richard 
Neufm, < diaries and Ray Karnes 
and E. Fayejones, 




A website, praircmod.com, 
lias been set up by PrairieMod 
followers to promote this prin¬ 
ciple-based lifestyle It features 
articles which include inter¬ 
views with architects and de¬ 
signers, blogs and podcasts, and 
an online store that carries pot¬ 
tery, art screens, ornaments, 
prints, book* and other objects 
and materials influenced by 
these design schools. 

The website's creators de¬ 
fined ten principles of the 
PrairieMod lifestyle gleaned 
from the philosophies of the 
designs re and architects they 
admire. 

“One thing we recognize is 
llmt each of us is at a different 
place in life," they write, “Many 


of us live in condos or apart¬ 
ments. Some have recently 
moved into older homes that 
need renovation or some good 
old TL.C, Still- others are be¬ 
ginning the process ofbuildiiig 
new homes. Whatever die case 
may he. these principles can 
help inform the decisions we 
make while creating oui 
homes* 1 ' 

Proponents of PrairieMod 
say a home should he a reflec¬ 
tion ofits inhabitants and grows 
from dieir values, rather than 
something imposed by outside 
forces, A home should be a 
physical representation of the 
ten principles and is not just n 
place to live, but a way oflife, 

Frank Lloyd Wright once 


said- “People who have never 
seal nr never lived iti a beautiful 
environment... can never know 
what they have missed*' Prainc- 
Mod followers believe that by 
exploring and applying the ten 
principles, people can experi¬ 
ence an enriched and inspiring 
life through the rewarding crea¬ 
tion of a beautiful, meaningful 
home. 

The ten principles are chal¬ 
lenging and may require a 
change in perspective, a possi¬ 
ble downsize or an altering of 
habits.The incorporation ofjtist 
one principle, however can make 
a profound impact. 

V i e w: www, p ra i ri c mod.com 

■ TJONA WUIMAMS 
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Principles 
of the 
PrairieMod 
Lifestyle 


Previous pa^e arid opposite: Ornamental screens artd 
art glass add in elegant PrairieMod touch to a horre. 
These screens and oihcr aesthetically pleasing objects 

arc av a lable at prairiemod.com 

Photo: prairie mod corn 

Above: A thoughtfully placed grouping of Interesting 
vases can be a focal point in an uncluttered room. 
Photo 1 prainernod.com 



1. Consider the Cost 

We make decisions everyday concerning 
everything from what clothes to wear to wliat 
kind of car to buy. These decisions usually 
involve a wide variety of products and scrv- 
ices to choose from. Choice is a wonderful 
aspect ©fliving in our society, but it s easy to 
fed] victim to making a decision based on our 
emotions, a sales pitch, or even the stress of 
having too many choices! This can be espe¬ 
cially true when making the important deci¬ 
sion on where and how to live. 

This is why the firaL principle of living the 
Prairie Mod Lifestyle is Consider die Cost, 
This doesn’t just refer to the amount of 
money it will take to pay for our ho me* even 
though dial is a significant pan of muting 
ifiis decision. Instead, we mean the "big pic¬ 
ture” costs associated with nur home. Con¬ 
sidering the cost helps to push our thinking 
from the realm of “instant gratification to 
the realm of "long-term satisfaction r 


2. Form is Function 

The principle ofFomi is Function state* that 
the form of our home should reflect die func¬ 
tion of it as well. If we consider the form only, 
vve may cud up with an interesting looking 
house that can’t perform the function of be¬ 
ing liveable. If we focus only on functional¬ 
ism and ignore the Form, we end up with a 
house that performs its basic sheltering duty, 
hut appeal's sterile or downright ugly Either 
way, \vc end up with a place that excels only 
at being inadequate. The form of each item, 
each room, and of course die overall house, 
should he designed and considered in a di¬ 
rect relationship with its function, 

3, Less Becomes More 

The Principle of Less Becomes Mere is 
meant to remind us that we are supposed to 
live in our homes and not our “things ” A 
beautiful home is made so through the 
thoughtful and integrated placement of 
beautiful and useful objects. A simple plant, 
u gorgeous vase, a well-designed lamp — 
these filings thoughtfully placed in an un¬ 
cluttered environment can be admired for 
their individual beauty, instead of being lost 
in a sea of stuff Those individual items act 
like file punctuation marks in the grammar 
of our home. Our eyes wifi be able ro rest on 
a select few, pleasing, meaningful objects in¬ 
tegrated into die overall scheme of our home. 
Less Becomes More, so dial vve can own our 
tilings - instead of our filings owning us. 

4. Useful and Beautiful 

The Principle of Useful and Beautiful can 
be a tricky one to master. Determining the 
“usefiiT aspect of something is usually not 
that difficult. If you use something on a regu¬ 
lar basis unci it serves that function well-odds 
are i^s useful. Beauty, on the other hand, is a 
little more difficult to pin down. 

It is simplicity that helps to define what 
should be classified as beautiful in the 
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Prairie Mod Lifestyle, Tins shouldn’t be 
taken to mean "plain" or ;t boriiigJ T but in- 
stead look foi things [imi embody excellent 
design and craftsntansliip. arc imbued with 
integrity and honesty of material and craft 
and most importantly will naturally lit into 
the overall unity of our home’s appearance. 
Remember, having useful and beautiful ob¬ 
jects in our everyday environments will help 
reflect beauty in our thoughts, behaviour, 
and ultimately in our lives, 

5. Informal Meets Elegant 

We arc indebted to the Prairie School inno¬ 
vators for adapting die Japanese quality of 
“open space" to our modern way of'life, By 
eliminating all the extra walls and rooms 
found in tire Victorian houses, the Prairie 
homes gave us some breathing room to live 
in and introduced us to a more casual exist¬ 
ence. But the true genius of the Prairie 
School of design didn’t just lie in opening 


up a home’s floor-plan, it was also m simpli¬ 
fying furnishings and decor in a sophisti¬ 
cated. unified way; showing us the Pnuci- 
plc of Informal Meets Elegant. 

As the principle of“Useful and Beautiful" 
relies on the notion of simplicity at its core, 
so docs “Informal Meets Elegant" Building 
and decoratinginformally means not having 
lo worry about FriDs. superfluous extras* and 
compartmentalizing our living spaces. To do 
it with elegance means to apply a unified 
structure to the whole ami pay heed to the 
other principles in doing so. This is what 
separates a warm, inviting, natural home 
from a cold* sterile home or a horribly clut¬ 
tered and stifling home, 

6- Integrate and Unify 

Unity is one of the most important aspects 
of creating a beautiful home for living a beau¬ 
tiful life. When we apply integration and 
unity to our surroundings, it puts us m har¬ 


mony with our environment and has enor¬ 
mous iiffects on how \vc feel and J>c quality 
of our lives. 

To follow this principle, we must be aware 
of how our home fits us and how we fit our 
home. We must be aware of how the tilings 
we select Lu put in uur homes might fit into 
the overall fabric of die environment we Ye 
creating. If our house is designed in a way 
that does nut Et our real needs, we will ulti¬ 
mately experience tlieduHJiuty mil dis-in- 
tegration of out lives, [four house is filled 
w ith disjointed and disconnected items that 
have no relation to the environment as a 
whole, we will Fed just as out-of-place. As 
die practitioners of the Arts and Crafts move¬ 
ment believed. a unified home js a beautiful 
home. Such a home, along with its princi¬ 
pled selection of decor* would therefore he 
the source of moral and spiritual growth for 
the people within. 
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Benjamin Moot* and Tarme Hornet ar* tiuitid to 
bring puih# 7»9Rtruld McDonald Houif Momt 

LotUf). Trtislottery a gorgeous, fully furnished 
tustGin tsaJi Vujnftoire, bu ll by ternco Homes in the 
Lafceridg? siMii'uon n f!eginj r plus an Early Bird pnzefcf a 
I0D9 Cadillac CTS t a ting wiUi 4 gieai travel prices, a Victory 
motortyde. 3 rd a custtir home ded package. 

Benjamin Mocrehas been slung rime sugorier of 
Rrmafd Udtanafd tbu le by dona ling all paint and supplies 

lor all Rfftad AlcDinaJd hooses ilirough-mir North Amedeo 
including SKbirhewan^ Ronald McDonald House, I Mated 
right here inSukdlwit.SasltdUliEiW[iii Buna III McDonald 
House ti|>porft ail cnrnm of our province by providing a 

hotie away from hero for funifies of sid children whd aie 
receiving ifeculitd care m Saikaioon. For 11) years, Ranald 
McDoufcl Kousein tafc&wn hai hew operating at lull 
ra parity, 3rd «ady - < 1 fmcel to lorn fa rr I lies a waj We wish 
to lhanq* nai Vfiih Benjamin Moo re now par inefliu) with 
the mdeperdeni home builder - Tamco Homes - this lottery 
liomeand lelsed prize packages have been supplied for 
this urgent rause You now have a very unique opportunity 
to support ^avralcfiev/ans Honaic McDonald He use by 
pugfusing a lottery ticket, wih all ret proceeds going 
towards tafcautairan enpanskm of Ronald McDonald House, 

Ronald McDonald House. Giving sick kids what they 
n ted nwit.. **Mtk fmttttt . 


Ticket price a* SlOOeadv or 5 for 5250, 

nrtahcari froirrhaud UycairirpTollfrefl: 1'838740-7040. 

or 5a jkaioon M : WjB-81 49- 
Trdefs will also be sole a! the Sas Saloon Ham styles Home 
Shcrvv [March '9-Z2,2005}, and at the Regina Spring Hwne 
and Garden Show (Match26-291. Please srisit Ihe Beniamin 
Moore boon at ether shtvm pu chase your Mels or to 
receive more htlery intimation. 


Tickets will ilv> he avaiaMeit the lottery showtiome itself 
- locate* ai 45 IBCtdriure (renteri n Regina. Lottery Home 
hours ire Mnn - ’burs 7^pm, nnd Weekends 1 5pen 
Ik tel infbrnwion packages a re ara liable at all Hen pi in 11 
Mom* retailers in tafciidiewJii, along with the fd I owing 
Farmers: 


Tamco Homes 
N orpin CalKcnhc 
Kitchen Kraft - Begin* 
Parkland Carpet Dn* 
Thunder City MHcyde* 


Carlson Wagon lit 
Capital GM 
The Radio Centre 
Coast Appliances 
Ashley Furniture 


TP! >Tmd Professionah International 



Iknjamiii Mtmrr * r 
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7. Bring The Outside In 

In our fast-paced, technology-driven mod¬ 
ern world, we have become Increasingly dis¬ 
connected from nature. WeVe came to see 
nature as sometl ling that is outside of us. We 
think we must travel to see and appreciate it 
or overcome and bend it to our human will 
But tins is not true. We are part of nature, 
whether wc realize it or not. It is all around 
and wc act on nature as much as nature acts 
011 us. Acknowledging our integrated exist¬ 
ence with the natural world is the first step 
in developing a natural home, 

Frank Lloyd Wright called this way of liv¬ 
ing ''organic 1 ' because of its dost associa¬ 
tion with the unity and integration found in 
die natural world we inhabit He felt a home 
should "spring from the ground and into die 
i.giit. 11 An effective way to do this is to fol¬ 
low lIic principle of Bring The Outside In, 

8. Think Natural 

To “Think Natural* 1 means to look at die 
very nature of die materials we use to build 
and decorate our homes with. Wood should 
be treated like wood, so that its natural quali¬ 
ties are there for anyone to appreciate. Brick 
should look like brick, and glass should be 
used in the nature it is moat effective and ap¬ 
propriate. When someone paints over wood 
or brick, it no longer has the essential quali¬ 
ties that made it "wood" or "brick" to begin 
with. When someone ignores die natural 
qualities of glass and uses it where wood or 
I wick should have been used, the effects can 
be a disaster. 

T3iinking natural also means looking to 
nature foi ideas and inspiration. The rich, 
inviting color palettes found in die Spring 
meadows or the woods in autumn can he 
integrated m everything from fabric choices 
for linens and upholstery to wall and tabic 
setting colors. Natural finishes and textures 
should also be considered. Always looking 
to integrate and unify every part with the 
whole To "Think Natural" is to ultimately 


live natural with beauty, warmth and har¬ 
mony. 


9. Co Green 

The ultimate step in thinking naturally is to 
consider how every one of our lifestyle 
choices affects our planet. Wc live m a time 
when the pressures of energy consumption 
arc only going in become more pronounced 
and extreme. With our society held captive 
by die rising costs nf Fossil fuels, it is only a 
matter of time when our current lifestyle 
choices may no longer be feasible. In an ef¬ 
fort to move a new direction* wc can begin 
to focus on sustainability eii what we build, 
what we buy and how we dunk. 

The principle of Go Green should quite 
possibly be at the center of every decision 
wc make. But, if 3 a hard one to ptu into prac¬ 
tice. Many us of may find it difficult to con¬ 
sider sustainable products, or give up the 
perceived benefits of a larger house or car. 
This is an understandable reaction to the 
thought process associated with short term 
benefits versus long-term benefits, 1 lowcvcr, 
it's making ail investment in our future and 
something that we’ll all have to come to grips 
with eventually. 

10. Uniquely You 

One of die greatest strengths of this lifestyle 
is its acknowledgment that everyone is 
uniquely individual. Each person will find a 
unique way to interpret and apply the HI 
Principles when they examine their con* val¬ 
ues and beliefs not based on lids* not based 
on what the media or advertising sells u%and 
1 in t based on wlrnt our neighbours or friends 
are doing, ll is the right of every person to 
be able to experience a home that uplifts 
their spirit and makes their life more mean¬ 
ingful and beautiful for having lived in it. Wc 
can find what is unique about each of us and 
then discover ways to express those charac¬ 
teristics in our individual homes. 

■ ctirrnisv of 












Giving Sick kids what they need most... 

Their families. 

www.ronaldmcdonaldhomelottery, com 


* Lottery runs from March IS - August 6,2009 

*• Ticket application/rnformatinn can be obtained at ary Saskatchewan 
Benjamin Moore retailer Tamco Homes in Regina, or Ronald McDonald 
house In Saskatoon, or by calling Tollfree: 1-883-740-2040 

* Lottery showhome will be available for viewing, beginning March 15tb 
(Mon-Thurs 7-9pm, Weekends l-5pm) 

* See us at the Benjamin Moore booths at the Homestyles Show in Saskatoon 
and the Regina Spring Home and Garden Show 


Prize Package lor Ronald McDonald House Lottery: 


Brought to you by: 


£009 


Benjamin Moore 




12M square Fool fit? developed. fiilir furnished, decorated, energy efficient2 sureyhemf, built by TamcoHomes. 

Looted at 4515 (udm: re Crescent mite Lake ridge suhtivmou In Regina, tfis Nottev/lf he fully landscaped with dec 

fencing, m all appfiarm. tmrs! air. central wc finished and heated garage: $573,055.00 

1200? Cadillac OS AWD performance sedan: 559,595.00 - 3.2009 Yic(ory Kfigrin Motwcydf: S24 r 050j30 

4 5 star, Ivrk al\ inclusivevacationgetaway tor 2! in Jamaica: 57,000.DO 

5.5 star, 2 v*k all nthtyvetraction getaway fur 1 lu Mayan Riviera: 57,000X0 

6 5 star. 1 vdc r -il beliwevarai on getaway for 2 id Dominican Republic: 57000,00 

7 5 star, 2 vJt all nduswe va:at on getaway far 2 to Cuba: 57,000,00 

ft,Backyard deck package, including supply of materials, mallalion and abour; 55,000 00 

TottlPrla Package Valwf $990,000.00 

p lhe ahnyp prbes/ptires ntlud? all applicable tjxi'v. 

Luliery Ik nisei LOB-0625. 



Fur inquiries call us TOLL FREE 1.888.740.2040 
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Stone Solution 

Quality Stone Premium Paneled 
Stone t% * is the industry lender in 
creating realistic, high quality, 
installer friendly scone panels for the 
construc tion industry. Whether it’s 
new home construction, renovations, 
or Large commercial or industrial 
Applications, Quality Stone has a 
product that will work* 

Quality Stone has a]) of die beauty 
of real stone, but is quick and easy to 
install, eliminating the expense and 
hard labour of cement and mortar 
ALL products arc easily iris tailed using 
a saw, drill, and general construction 
ability. Quality Stone is 100% inert, 
non-toxic, non-gaseous, odor free and 
Built GreenTM. 

AH products have been designed 
for a wide array of climates and 
applications. Quality Stone can 
be applied at any temperature, and 
can be applied over masonry, wood, 
metal, and just about any other 
surface* Whether it is a residential, 
commercial, or industrial application, 
our products have been engineered 
so that no additional structural or 
foundation support is required* 

Quality Stone products arc 
made of 98% dosed cell structural 
polyurethane, incorporating fire 
retardants,and a titanium oxide 
finish. Quality Stone products 
have several different stone types 
and colors perfect for any design or 
application* 

Quality Stone is the easy choice 
for providing the beauty of stone for 
the fracricm of the cost* k’s clear that 
we know stone, but we also know it 
takes more than a solid reputation to 
be an industry Leader, It cakes quality 
products, innovative technology and 
creative solutions - all of which we 
offer. 

Product available at both J&H builders 
local ions in Sa skat von: 

-2505 AtwCN, Saskfitoan - (306) 652*5522 
■ 3331-STH St East, Saskatoon 
- (306)373^300. 

For other dealers near you please see our urb* 
site at tvuw.qualitptotwpraduas.com or call 
1&7T 4774373. ' 


HOMF 


Snr 



• "I CAN T AFFORD REAL STONE 

• ’I CAN T FIND SOMEONE TO INSTALL THE STONE' 

• "I'VE GOT STONE FALLING OFF MY HOUSE’ 

• “MY HOUSE NEEDS TO RE UPDATED" 


THE QUALIT 

SOLUTION.... 




L - 4 -£_ 



Quality m Stone 

Premium paneled Stone 


w.qual itystoneproducts.com 


1 877.477.4373 
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Handy IJac ix £n cvce/ent choice for a 


Efficient Spring 
Landscaping 101 

Save Earth Energy and 
Your Energy 

Instead of the mini-Eden we 
held envisioned, often we look 
at our landscaping anti see: a 
nine-yard strip of perennials 
choked with weeds* Bare spots 
where we expected colour 
splashes* Headier languishing 
in die shade, sobbing for sun* 
Aphid-covered honeysuckle 
locked in a death rattle. A sprawl 
of annuals that demand imme¬ 
diate deadheading* Might 
creeping upon roses* An irriga¬ 
tion head askew* blithely water¬ 
ing the driveway- And of course, 
almost audibly* the lawn de¬ 
mands to he mowed Again. 

Who has time to tend nil this? 
How can you make your land¬ 
scaping bodi beautiful and care¬ 
free? 1 low can you make it re¬ 
sponsible in water use arid also 
lovely? How can you make it 
cncrgy-efiicicnt and timc-clfi- 
rient? 

It starts with a plan* That plan 
doesn't need to be a drastic cuc- 
lus-ai id-gravy] makeover. But we 
can include swaths of 
xeriscaping that, once estab¬ 
lished* need scarcely any care 
and dotrt guzzle precious water* 

Rather titan bulldoze the yard 
and give up M ater cold turkey* 


we can plan hydro zones, In die 
garden's core* we may want an 
oasi s\vl in re water co n sum p tinn 
will he highest* It could Feature 
a circle uf lawn.a M inding step¬ 
ping stone pathway* a shaded 
bench where we can sil among 
ferns, daisies, chrysanthemums 
and roses with begonias at our 
feet, beside a water feature* Col¬ 
ourful baskets of annuals can he 
placed strategically 
Circling out from this lush 
area can be a transitional zone, 
planted with choices that need 


v.sitcr-efftin: garden P :~!o: Dc oiliv 
B re the fton 

little more water than rainfall* 
This zone can backdrop your 
turfed bower with self-seeding 
hollyhock or hardy lilac. Con¬ 
sider ground covers that are well 
adapted to Saskatchewan's cli¬ 
mate: Russian wild rye, creeping 
red fescue, wheat grass* buffalo 
grass, or mixtures* Lily-of-the- 
vallcy, Canada wild ginger* or 
creeping chyme provide ground 
cover that never needs mowing* 


Circling farther out can be the 
driest zone, featuring native 
plants that adapt to our climate 
completely* Xeric plants arc 
happy with Saskatchewan's 33 
centimetres average annual rain¬ 
fall* They may he indigenous, 
such as Saskatoon berry or buf¬ 
falo berry, or they may have been 
introduced from a similar cli¬ 
matic zone, such as the lovely 
pale grey-green cargana from 
Siberia. 

hi this outer, driest zone, 
heus~and-chicks could skip 
among a ground cover of sand- 
shaded pea gravel with propor- 
non-interest added by granite 
boulders* 

Tom Ward* a horticulturist at 
the University of Saskatchewan, 
reminds us that flowers only last 
a short time. *They are less im¬ 
portant than foliage textures and 
colour, fruit that stays on the 
plant for several mouths and 
also feeds the birds, fall leaf col¬ 
on r that may last for two weeks, 
stem and bark colour that acids 
to the winter landscape/' 

Remember that Saskatoon is 
in Zone 3 of die gardeners di¬ 
vision of the contincut. That 
means only one zone is colder. 
So don’t expect to grow coastal 
or subtropical plants. 

To create your plan, take pho¬ 
tos of your yard io your garden 
centre to get expert advice. 





HOMt 


Sketch m the plants recom¬ 
mended in the correct liydro- 
zones, The idea is to group 
plants of similar water needs to¬ 
gether— dial’s the key to hydro- 
zoned gardening, Don't locate a 
thirsty peony' beside die desert 
dweller cactus. You’ll never 
please them both. Cactus will 
suffer root rot from the water 
needed by peony. If you tip the 
scales in favour of the cactus, the 
peony will become a dry rag. 
An alternative to circling 
zones is to create a dry riverbed 
zone miming throughyouryml 
Tins kind of feature gives the il¬ 
lusion dial water once coursed 
along die path, heats down die 
lawn and die amount of water¬ 
ing needed, ft contrasts with 
green lawn and adds interest. 


In riverbed gardening, you 
build a stream bed that mean¬ 
der* duough the yard, complete 
with river rock and gravel. sandy 
or curl) banks and low-water 
plants. It can have a surprisingly 
pleasing visual effect, almost 
convincing you that water is ac¬ 
tually bubbling along. It’s a 
widespread practice in the 
Mediterranean area, Japan and 
China, Once installed, it's nearly 
maintenance-free, Xeriscaped 
sections of your landscaping 
give stronger visual ties to sur¬ 
rounding natural landscape, and 
give your tome a sense of being 
at home in its context. 

Your plan will turn out beau¬ 
tifully only if vouVc done your 
groundwork, literally. Prepare 
the soil, improve and amend it. 


Advisers m University of Sas¬ 
katchewan** extension division 
say that whether your soil is 
sand, silt or day. it will benefit 
from adding organic matter' 
compost, manure, mulch or a 
commercial product. Organic 
matter helps retain water us well 
as feed plants. Healthy plants 
withstand drought Soil amend¬ 
ments and correct fertilizing re¬ 
duce work. Plants are healthier, 
and healthy plants resist diseases 
and bugs, so you don't need to 
spray. 

During soil preparation is die 
time to install an underground 
sprinkling system. Ensure that 
you can control times and 
amounts of watering, and turn 
water off or on in specific zones 
as needed. Consider drip irriga¬ 
tion, popularized in the arid land 
of Israel. Remember wise water¬ 
ing principles: Deep w atering de¬ 
velops dee]) roots. Water applied 
at uiglit or early morning doesn't 
evaporate readily. Don't water 
pavement. Don't over-water. 

Tire underground work in¬ 
clude* laying poly or fabric un¬ 
der areas to be covered with 
rock, gravel or bark mulch. 

Now die ftui begins: Planting. 
As you plant, coyer soil with 
mulch to reduce evaporation 
and keep soil cool Mulching 
around plants in any zone helps 
keep weeds down and cut main¬ 
tenance, Mulching is especially 
important around perennials 
that will be in tire ground a long 
time, in danger of strangling by 
weeds. Established perennial 
borders can keep your work to a 


minimum because they bloom 
year after year 

in Saskatchewan you want to 
use mulches that woirt blow 
away in die wind, advises Sara 
Wiliams, a specialist in horticul¬ 
ture with the university's octen- 
sion division. She suggests mois¬ 
tened peat moss, the coarser the 
better, grass dippings about four 
Indies thick, well-rotted com¬ 
post or manure, composted 
leaves, wood chips, coniine trial 
bai k drips, hay and straw, ever¬ 
green needles (Uid cones. 

Consider container gardening 
to cut both work and water 
needs. Containers showcase the 
bright colours of annuals, such 
us petunias in sunny spots, be¬ 
gonias in shade. The plants fill 
tire containers and give little 
room For weeds to get hold. 
When you water, you only wa¬ 
ter the plant and not a lot of ex¬ 
traneous surrounding ground. 
Containers arc higher than 
ground level so you can tend 
plants without backbreaking 
beading. Ask at your garden 
centre for petunias that 
deadhead themselves and cut 
that chore. 

Consider shade trees to keep 
sections of your yard cooler and 
use less water. Shade trees cat) 
cool your home tuo and reduce 
your consumption ol air-condi¬ 
tioning energy 

Now you have time to sitback. 
relax and enjoy your garden, 
open your mail and learn that 
your water bill is pleasantly 
small. 

■ DOROTHY IlIUmtFJtToN 
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ON YOUR 
HEATING & 
COOLING 
BILLS! 



) UPGRADE 
TO A HIGH 
EFFICIENT 

ulYORK -- 



r EXCEL * We specialize m Refrigeration, 
REFRIGERATION Heating an d Air conditioning 

Service and Installation 

Ph: 374-3600 Commercial } Residential 

* iT-i724Qwtb«Avt | Saih.tooo. SK Web; vvww-Cxcolrafrigoratron.com 


CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 


REFRIGERATION 

ITU. 













SERIOUS ENTERTAINING MADE EASY 


Introducing GE Cafe - bringing together great food and friends. 


Your guests will admire your new gas range with its 5 burners end extra baking drawer - perfect for baking a 
pte and a mast beef at once. You'll love the extra space in your GE Cafe refrigerator, and the convenient 
ExpressChill™ bin which cools the Chordonnny in mmutes. Then, spend more fi me mingling and less time 
cleaning with your SmartOispense^ dishwasher that only needs detergent every I months... so easy. 


estersROOK 


Saskatoon South 

Unit #1 77 - 3126 Clarence Ave South 
Ph m-mi 


Prince Albert 

In from of South Hill Mall, 270 32nd St West 
i05.y22.4031 

GE Appliances Commercial Soles 

800.307.8864 


Now available h 


Saskatoon North 

2S3SA Cleveland Avenue 
Ph 306.931. fi 16b 


























Cabinebir 


Counter Taps f 


Furniture 


H^rdwdod Flooring 


Dinnerware 


Discover a brand new way shop for your home! 


Save hundreds, even they sands by buying direct, Directfluy is the new way to shop 
for ycui home, whether you are building, buying or remodeling. As a member, you 
buy direct from mote than 500 top manufacturers and their authorized suppliers. 
The best pan* With DirectBuy you can afford the whole room, not just one piece. 


The #1 way to buy direct for your home 


Request Your Complimentary ttsrtor's Pass How! 


Don't buy another thing until you've attended a Free DirectBuy 
Open House There, you'll learn just how much items really cost. 
Incredible savings, unmatched selection, exceptional service 

- you’ll find it all at DiretlBuy! 
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A New World 
Urban Barn 

From an Old School 
Grocery Store 

How a creative couple 
transformed a worn city 
building into a dynamic: 
prairies-inspired live and 
work space. 

When developer Curtis Olson 
dial It is wife, singer Carrie 
Catherine, set out to transform 
a former Caswell Hill, grocery 
store into their residence, they 
combined playful elements with 
a desire to contribute to a sus¬ 
tainable community 
The result is an imaginative 
live/work spate they call The 
Hayloft, 

When die couple discovered 
die building in the fail of2007, 
die once-thriving store had seen 
b etter days, 0 rigi i tally a Cat tads 
Safeway built in 1927. it had 
served as a Shop Rite grocery 
tii id a convenience store before 
ending up, neglected, as storage 
for old appliances. To complete 
the massive renovation. Olson 
needed to tear everything away, 
u it was a total disaster;’ he 
says. u Basically, it wasn't good 
for anything beyond cold stor- 

*S C * 

“The only things that remain* 
that were in the original build¬ 


ing, are die structural elements 
and stucco on two sides. We 
demolished it right down to the 
exterior wall studs T 

The renovation installed in¬ 
sulation, vapour barrier, new 
electrical systems, new me¬ 
chanical systems, new heating, 
a poured concrete floor with in¬ 
floor healing und new windows. 

The couple moved in OH Oc¬ 
tober 3, 2008. after eight 
months of construction. There 
are still minor touches to com¬ 
plete. 

“I'm quite sure that J could 
have built this exact structure 
new from scratch in farlcss than 
what it took us to renovate it, 1 * 
says Olson, who previously 


transformed the Fairbanks 
Morse Building into luxury lofts, 
while working alongside Peter 
Olson and Ian Stark of Ok tar 
Developments Inc. :i Wc were 
committed to living here and 
being here for quite a while, so 
we did the full scope of work for 
the renovation, added a garage 
out back, cut it new doorway in 
so we could come right into the 
basement from outside.” 

Their new home would have 
to meet certain criteria: more 
space than they had when they 
lived m the Fairbanks; a location 
that would allow them to express 
themselves creatively; a place to 
both live and work; arid to sup¬ 
port a sustainable life style. 


Above: T he kitchen n The Hayloft is 
modern, airy and inviting. Photo 
Jmmy Qneschuk 

“Carrie and I both have home 
offices .“says Olson. “Carrie b a 
singer and needs studio space. 
We do house concerts, so we 
have a constant flood of people 
coining through the house and 
h lias to work for us both for liv¬ 
ing and working, and also work¬ 
shop space. 15 

Home had to be within walk¬ 
ing distance of their favourite 
places, such as CnFTe Sola, 
downtown and the river. 

"In my world, a green and 
sustainable lift style is highly 
dependent on living close to 
where you’re working and the 
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great way to honour that and we 
love having a playful space," 

Although sealed to hi into the 
house, die Saskatchewan Wheat 
Pool elevator and gambrel roof 
barn are authentic, Olson me¬ 
ticulously researched construc¬ 
tion techniques and historical 
styles, 11c even got a full set of 
architectural drawings for a 
grain elevator from Bernie 
Flamaiu heritage architect Tor 
the Province of Saskatchewan, 

"We decided on a New World 
bam because thafs more pre¬ 
dominant on die prairies/ 1 he 
says, “That struct we is 100 per 
cent built out of salvaged bam 
board from three different farms 
around die province, from the 
barn board siding, to the trim, 
to the exposed trusses inside 
and the pine shakes on the roof 
1 think gives it a pretty honest 
soul," 

The New World Dutch Bam 
is the vernacular for one built of 
heavy timber frames, three* 
bayed, with a door at die gable 
end. 

The grain elevator uses end 
cuts that re-create the cribbing 
style of construction for old 

grain elevators, says Olson, 
"But it’s actually a 2 by 4 
framed walk 1 couldn’t justify 
using that much lumber for the 
walls, so it’s just an end cut and 
die rest of the material went into 
a floor that 1 built in our bed¬ 
room” 

The kitchen is built into a 
genuine Wes tee I Rosco grain 
bin. It’s raised two steps above 
the floor to improve sight lines 


just happens to be our 'work 1 
side. Tins is our vision of what 
works for us* day to day, for all 
the different activities weYc in¬ 
volved in ” 

That’s where die playful ele- 
merit comes in, inspired by 
Graeme Pitttcrson s whimsical 
Woodrow exhibit at die Mendel 
Art Gallery. Catherine was 
struck by the artists' miniature 
re-creation of a Saskatchewan 
town, with grain elevator, prai¬ 
rie town church. 

“Weliked the idea of honnur- 
i ng all of these prairie structures 
that are disappearing from our 
landscape'’she says, "We both 
really identify ;is prairie kids, 
especially when we moved out 
to Victoria and lived in B,C, and 
realized our ties to the prairie 
and to Saskatchewan* It was a 


lop; PlJy^i prairie efemcra add a 
unique amJ nostalgic touch to the 
Hayloft Photo: Jimmy Oflcsdiuk 


Bottom: Ths bathroom in The Hayloft 
is Fncdcrn anti efferent PhatO' Jimmy 
Oneschut 


amenities and services that you 

need/' says Olson. 

“This is a very customized 
example of a live/work resi¬ 
dence. We have a stage and this 
huge, open space which is spe¬ 
cifically designed for haring 60 
people iii here for a concert: this 
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during house concerts, as well 
ns to define ilie space, 

41 Thc whole kitchen is meant 
to emulate tilt grain bin, wrap¬ 
ping all die way around right lo 
the front" says Olson. iL It turns 
out really well, too, because vyc 
have our pantry hack here, 
which is where we cln happen to 
store cereals and grains. Not 
only is it illustrative of a grain 
bin, sve use it as one, as well!" 

The renovation of a neigh¬ 
bourhood landmark attracted a 
lot of attention, says Catherine, 

"There was a bt of curiosity 
about it," she says. “It built up a 
real sense of community, be¬ 
cause people would tome by 
and they would ask questions, 

6l It connected us to the peo¬ 
ple in die neighbourhood, and 
at the same lime, it really in¬ 
spired fuller people to think 
creatively about life style, about 
space, about sustainability and 
about all of du things that wc 
were trying to build into this 
space. 

“In other cities you see that a 
lot more, die transformation of 
a building from one use to an¬ 
other, from a warehouse into 
condos or from a house into a 
commercial space, anti wc al¬ 
ways goi really inspired by see¬ 
ing that elsewhere because it 
usually meant development was 
happening in core neighbour¬ 
hoods or downtown. You were 
re-using space that was no 
longer fulfilling its purpose and 
in, reinventing die space, you 
reinvented a whole new need 
and use for it, instead of just 
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plopping new spaces on the out¬ 
skirts of die city. That’s a very 
big part of what Curt does as a 
developer, finding spaces that 
have outlived iheir current use 
and reinvent them. 

"The space itself is a re¬ 
minder to continue being play¬ 
ful and to be creative, 1 " she adds. 
U I think a big part ofil is that the 
space itself keeps you laughing. 
You can’t live arid work in a barn 
and not have a good sense of 
humour about yourself’ 1 
Olson adds: "1 flunk there's a 
lu t of need for houses that bet¬ 
ter integrate living and working 
facilities, whether you’re an art¬ 
ist and need studio space or 
whether you run a small design 
firm with one employee and 
need space to work out ol 
Olaoci describes a change that 
has begun in Caswell HIE* Close 
byv there arc lour in-fill re-devel¬ 
opment projects Inking place. 

“All four ofthose properties 
are very modem, like some thing 
yoiftl sec in Dwell magazine* 
and architecturally something 
completely different from every¬ 
thing in the neighbourhood, but 
exciting because they’re very 
creative, very expressive 
bouses” he stivs, "It all sccinfi to 
be happening within a two 
block radius of here. I keep tell- 
mg my friends that there's n 
modern uprising in Caswell Hill 
that's going ou right now. 

”[ think it’s a very vibrant and 
a verv creative neighbourhood 
and a creative place to live ” 
m DAK KELL NOAKhS 



Behold. Experience. 922 BROADWAY AVENUE 


LUXE 

The Urban Luxury Lifestyle 

[Granite. Redl Cabinetry, Hardwood, Hand Set Tile ] 


f/t 


MERIDIAN 

DEVELOPMEWT 




nramr 

Valarie Hertz Jack Sandbtand 

221-3626 241-Q3S9 

Sales St Design Centre: 173 2nd Ave S (Above Frakasi 
Hours Saturday & Sunday 1pm - 4pm 


A HISTORIC lANOMARkRFSTOkrnTUVOsm ITS MrAITSTIC RIGINNlNG 

NOW SELLING 


i iif rj s rpt nc&j h i 


. 


THE [<JnG QEORCE 



21 Luxury Residences, 750 sq. It. to 1500 sq. ft. 

Heated Underground Parking, Floor to Ceiling Glass, Rooftop Terrace 


No Citt Taxes for. 5 years 


Prices Starting at $270,000 mls 


w w w .m e r i d i a n d e v e f a p m e n E ,c a 
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Saskatoon Transit 
Goes Sustainable 

Electric Hybrid Buses 
and Bio-Diesel 

Saskatoon Transit is working; 
on becoming a greener and 
more sustainable business* 

Ever}' years new technologies 
and equip me tit are added to 
make Saskatoon Transit a leader 
in sustainable practices. 
Saskatoon Transit's efforts arc 
especially important as the Ci ty 
has committed to reducing its 
emissions 6% below 1990 lev¬ 
els by 2013 as part of its Energy 
and Greenhouse Gas Manage¬ 
ment Plan for Saskatoon. 

One of iltc most public dis¬ 
plays of this green movement 
within Transit is the addition of 
eight diesel electric-hybrid 
buses to die fleet ora die past 
few years. These buses use hy¬ 
brid technology to reduce fuel 
consumption, reduce emissions, 
and lower operating costs by al¬ 
lowing the engine to choose the 
most efficient power source dur¬ 
ing stopping* accelerating, and 
dliving. Saskatoon Transit 1ms 
also replaced several older units 
with new buses incorporating 
the latest emission reduction 
technology Newer buses mean 
fewer emissions. 

There has also been a sub¬ 
stantial change in die back¬ 


ground at Transit when it conies 
to becoming more sustainable. 
Since 2002. Saskatoon Transit 
has been involved in a canola 
big-diesel study dial tests die 
effectiveness of using bio-diesel 
in transit vehicles* Canola bio¬ 
diesel is a more environtnen- 
taUy-friendly fuel, and a renew¬ 
able energy source that lias been 
proven to increase fuel economy, 
reduce engine wear* and reduce 
greenhouse gits emissions* In 
2007, Saskatoon Transit com¬ 
pleted phases one and two of the 
bio-diesel study, and converted 


die entire fleet to the use of a 1% 
bin-diesel mix based on the re¬ 
sults, Phase direeof die study is 
currently underway testing the 
effectiveness of a 5% bio-diesel 
mix, and if results continue to be 
favourable it could mean an in¬ 
crease of biodiesel ratios within 
the next year meaning even 
greater reductions in emissions 
and cost savings. 

Other green practices dial 
have been adopted by 
Saskatoon Transit include re¬ 
ducing unnecessary idling of 
vehicles at stops, and die intro¬ 


duction of the Smart Driver 
training program. The Smart 
Driver program is nationally 
recognized and designed to help 
operators improve their driving 
habits and help them to reduce 
stress while on the road* At the 
same time, these techniques and 
practices impiove fuel and op¬ 
erating efficiencies. The pro¬ 
gram is a combination of hands 
on coaching as well as some 
classroom lime. 

View: www.saskatoon.ca 

■ CITY OF SAS1CATOON 
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MASTERS OF DECKNOLOEY! 



Proud to receive rec¬ 
ognition from United 
Nations Environmental 
program! mixiure of 
B0% recycled plastic 
and 50% recycled 

sawdust is used to 
form Rhino Deck 
composite decking 











RHINO VISION GROOVED 

Features a grooved board that can 
be attached to the joist by deck clips 
giving the deck a cleaner Jook with 
no visible screws. 


COMPOSITE 

DECKING 

LOW MAINTENANCE • RECYCLED 
NEVER NEEDS STAIN OR PAINT! 

Rhino Deck features a textured wood grained, 
non-skid finish on both sides. Great for decks, 
gazebos, pool areas, docks, children's play areas 
and other places that you want a low maintenance, 
splinter free deck! 

• No painting or staining required 

•Wood grain finish - Slip resistant wet or dry 

• 5/4* x 6" * 1 2 \ 16* & 20' Lengths 

• Acorn Brown or Barn Wood Gray colours 

• 20 year manufacturer warranty 


RHINO VISION SOLID 

Square edge solid installs wilh 
traditional wood working loots. 



ProBuilt ALUMINUM RAILING SYSTEM 

Do-It-Yourself Installation » Easy to Maintain 

The perfect accent for year new sundeck or balcony, Finished with 
high quality urethane powder coat paint. No rusting, rotting, or 

repainting! The entire ProBuilt 
"V Aluminum Railing System is designed 

M y for the Do-It-Yourselfer, 

U | All ProBuilt railing systems (posts, 

/ rails, spacers and pickets) slide and 

I snap into place. Available in wide 
picket, straight picket, basket picket 
and tempered glass styles. 



VISA 


0 


SASKATOON • 3222 Millar Ave. 

Tel: 931-1232-Toll Free: 1-888-833-9663 

Mon - Fri; 8am - 6pm • Sat; Bam - 5:30pm • Sun; 10am - 5pm 

visit us on-line at: www.windsorplywood.com 


The you 

need to know! 


MlLiAl 

PAJIK 

i 

3 

- 
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WihUSQF 


tfcDQHAJ.LS 

C HOLE DRIVE 





Windsor Plywood 
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Don't Wait for 
Spring, Do It Now 

Clock Says lt r s 
Time to Renovate 

Now is (he time to do that 
home renovation project 
youVc had on yoin agenda lor 
nearly forever. Time factors 
definitely push us to renovate. 
The clock tells us well never get 
it done any sooner,and helps us 
push past the procrastination 
threshold. 

Tile dock also tells us our 
nest lias seen better days, and i s 
showing signs of wear and tear 
that come with years, lis time 
For die application of some old- 
fashioned TLC. 

The calendar motivates us to 
get out the paint brush. We may 
have decided to fix up tile home, 
rather than sell during a real es~ 
rate slump. Well wait out the 
cycle and meanwhile make our 
home more appealing to a pro¬ 
spective buyer. 

Kitchen and bathroom reno¬ 
vations give ihc highest return 
on investment when it comes to 
selling. The Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation and 
the Appraisal Institute of 
Canada say that we can expect 
to recover 75 to 100 per cent of 
a kitchen or bat liroom overhaul. 

The next best investment is 
painting, and roof and heating 


system replacements give high 
returns, 

Maybe wc feel at home here 
and want to stay, but our inner 
docks tell us wc need to make 
adjustments for lifestyle 
changes: Get rid ofsteps where 
possible, widen corridors, in¬ 
stall easy-to-maimain flooring, 
turn an old playroom into an 
office, create convenient storage, 
n.del a bathroom, a sun room or 
a deck., turn the attic into a stu¬ 
dent suite. 

The calendar may also sug¬ 
gest we need an updated look. 
Out with the blue-atid-ro.se 
kitchen wallpaper with inarch¬ 
ing geese that scream 1980 a, 
and the avocado shag in the den 
that evokes die 60s. In with 
hardwood and stainless steel. 
Out with country'. In with con¬ 
temporary; 

We are being encouraged to 
do it now by the federal govern- 
meat s recently announced in¬ 


centive — rebates for renova¬ 
tions. Ids a beat-the-clock 
proposition because the boost 
must be used by the end of 
2010 . 

Your renovation project may 
have been pushed by a puddle 
on the floor from a leaky roof, 
ora high heatingbilUhai forced 
you to look at better insulation, 
or windows that grew clouded 
from broken seals. You may have 
decided on an energy retrofit to 
bring heating and coding costs 
down, This could involve any¬ 
thing from caulking windows to 
ins tailing new appliances. 

Whatever our reasons, the 
renovation pendulum can swing 
between fun and nightmare. To 
tip the odds in favour of Fun. 
CMHC urges us to ask key 
questions before we start: Is die 
renovation practical? Will you 
get your money's worth? Is it 
adaptable? Is it healthy? 

Full homework can help you 


answer yes to those questions. 
Check fact sheets at cmhc,ca lo 
begin. The rewards of well- 
planned renovation range from 
a higher market value for your 
home to increased equity im¬ 
proved comfort, more space, 
added convenience, aesthetic 
appeal, improved safety, energy 
and resource savings, greater 
p rivacy, heatiliier li vi iig e r i vi ran - 
met it. easier maintenance and 
the pleasure ofa fresh new look. 

Avoid unpleasant surprises 
by getting a systematic and thor¬ 
ough professional home inspec¬ 
tion before you start a major 
renovation. Get two or three 
quotes from professional reno¬ 
vators. A 20 per cent cushion in 
your budget ri a good idea, be¬ 
cause remodelling is not like 
new construction. You can al¬ 
ways expect a few surprises. 

Avoid Money Pit 
Mistakes 

Saskatoon is buzzing with ham¬ 
mers and saws as renovation goes 
into kill swing, 

"The renovation industrv is vi¬ 
brant right no\v. r smd Dave 

Andei click ofJ.A.B.A. Construc¬ 
tion. In mid-2008 when real es¬ 
tate took a dive, renovation 
.slipped for awhile also, but it 
picked up in January 2009. and 
within a month was back to nor¬ 
mal, added Anderchek. 
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JAB A is as busy as ever, Al¬ 
though the renovation market has 
changed* Not as many Saskatoon 
liomeovmers arc doing additions: 
they Ye amteiLtrating on exterior 
and interior makeovers* Some¬ 
thing as simple as moisture in the 
attic can push a renovation, said 
Aiulerchek, because if problems 
like tins are neglected they only 
make bigger headaches* Renova¬ 
tions commonly range from 
$1,000 to $500*000, 

Anderchck has 20 years of ex¬ 
perience in the business and of¬ 
fers advice to hdp yon get a satis 
fying outcome* 

"Most people don’t know ex¬ 
actly what they want to do, We tell 
them - go shopping - and then tell 
us what you want and we can sot 
a realistic budget." he said. 


Don't you just love to be told 
to go shopping? Seriously, tliafs 
how youTI be able to gel specific 
id) out what kind of flooring, cabi¬ 
nets* countertops, eit\ that you 
want. Put the time into careful 
product research. 

Then, A 11 tk rebel or anoiher 
rqjutubl* renovator can put apian 
together for you, and coordinate 
subcontractors* a We will work 
with you to make sure you get 
what you warn.” Anderchck 
added. 

■ DOUOTI1V imOTUERTGN 

The Details 

■ J.A.B.A. Construction Ltd. 

^9-1100 7th Avenue North, 
Saskatoon 
306.384.9285 
www.jaba.ea. 


clean is happy. 

Presenting the washlet'" 
for a cleaner happier you! 



wasHLeT 

—* by TOTO 

I 

I 
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Plumb Shoppe 


www ckMmkh^pDVt<j#n 


2225 Avenue C Worth, Saskatoon 
249-4000 www.theplurnbshoppc'.corn 



1200 sq* Ji. bungalow with attached garage starting at $299,900 
89 Lots available in Hampton Village 

For moremfo call: 

jt\ / SjV 334-2734or280 1401 

Ml , 11-51048^ St. East 

4/il Saskatoon, SKS7K5T9 

{ Wwm&w aspeilSPsasktel.nEt 

www. aspen westxa 


LET US BUILD YOU AN AFFORDABLE HOME 
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Esterbrook Appliances 

Cleveland A/p 
Saskatocn SK 57K SCI 
P. 306.931.6166 

W; ww^vestertrcoLca_ 

Esterbrook Appliances 
122 3126 Clartnce Ave S 
Saskatoon SK 57TCC3 
P: 306.3342252 
W: wwvu.estertrcok.ca 

Architectural Design & 
Drafting_ 

CADvantage Design Ltd. 

Doug Snmidt 
103 - 371S Kinnear PI 
Saskatoon SK P: 306 373.3005 
F: 306 373 3306 
t: doug^cidvantagedes i gn.com 
W vjutw radvan taged pdgn rnm 

Backyard living 

Paradise Lei sure scapes 
2515 Millar Avc 
Saskatoon SK S7K 5V2 
P: 306 244.6700 
F - 306 244 1290 

E: pamdee sa^kattson^sasktef net 
W. www.paradisdeisurescapes.com 

Barristers & Solicitors 

fKS Law 

Travis 3eaLchemin 
Q2 Duchess SI 
Saskatoon SK 57K0R1 
P: 306.976.33*5 
F: 306.975.3386 
E: tkbtawtSsaskto 1 net 
W; www.tkblaw ca 


CA Wantage 

Pret,'""^ irwJT.'.a 4 «l^ (Ming 



103 - 371 B KtnnoEsr Plato, 
SctSikdiDOn 


PhanQiPOS) 373-3BD5 
Fax: 13061 373 - 3 B 06 

w%«w.iia(lv iiiiUa|H)n|ii|ii ( nm 





Bath Products 


Cabinets 


Bath Goddess 


*1 


Bath 


Saskatchewan'* i 
own Batti and 
Body Shop 

flftenW-IM*. _ 

naturally bud « 

P ratal Free products. Select from out 
Signature Scented products or youi 
own signature can be designed from 
our 235 scents 


Kaie Roy 

10Q 3126 Clarence Ave 
Saskatoon SK S7T 0CS 
P: 306.665,2284 


F fcrgsaskatoon@saskreUet 
W: www.balhgoddess com 


Building Material Supplier 

Windsor Plywood 

3222 Millar Avc 
Saskatoon SKS7K5Y2 


P: 306.931.1232 


W: wwvv.W3ndsorplywood.:om 

Business Associations 


Saskatoon Regional Economic 
Development Authority Inc. 

Alan Migneaulfc 
M 03 202 4th Ave N 
Saskatoon 5K 57K 753 
P: 306,664.0723 
F 306 244 5033 
E: amigneault#srcds.com 
W: www.sreda.com 


The Partnership 

Terry Scaddar. Executive Director 
242 3rd Avc S 
Saskatoon SKS7K1L9 
P: 306.6652001 
E: the.partnerdiip&sadctel.riet 

W: www.downtDwnsa5katoon.com 


T-Square Cabinets 

Harold Heinrich 

Saskatoon SKP 3064774777 

E tsquaregsasktei/iel _ 

Casinos 

Dakota Dunes Casino 

Site 501, Bo* 71 RRU5 
Saskatoon SK S7K 313 
P 306.667.640C' 

F 306 667 6426 
W: wwwsiga.skca 

Charitable Organizations 

Ronald McDonald House 

Susan Clarkson, Executive Director 

1011 University Dr 

Saskatoon SK S7N 0K4 
P 304244,5802 
E saskrmhOshaw.ca 
W: www.rmlKskxa 

Chartered Accountants 

Salmon & RatslaH Chartered 
Accountants 

Rick Peddie 
215 72a Sjpadtia Cl t 
Saskatoon SK S7K4H7 
P: 306.665.8842 
F 306,665.8894 

E rjp.ca® salarton i atefaff ta _ 

Custom Made Furniture 

Taylor Made Furniture Co. 

Dafa Muchowiki 
6.8km Weston Hwy 14 
Saskatoon SK S7L 7K9 
P 3063844840 

E: la y In rmadefuniUjieS'^ask rei.net 
W: www.taytofnTadefumiture.ca 


Developers 

Meridian Development 

Deb Kuiek 

524 2nd AveN 

Saskatoon SK 57K 2C5 

P‘306 384 0431 

F 306 933.4121 

E; dcb@rrcridfandcvcoprnent.ca 

W: www.mend a ndevelopment ca 

Enviromentally Friendly 
Products 

U-Bar Emissions 



Forever Freedom Interrwitonal 


Providing exceptional eerth-fnendly 
products and preserving the eirth'i 
natural resources tc ensure j better 
quality of life for future generations 
Ryan Thorhaug 
Box 2247 

Marten Evil Ee SK S0K 210 

P: E: ubaremfi5km5®ho1nifiii.com 

W: www.ubafemas : ons7.nyffi.bfcf 

Financial Institutions 

Affinity Credit Union * 
Aberdeen 

207 A/lain StM 

Abeideen SK P 336.253 3440 

Affinity Credit Union - City 
Centre 

1301 st Ave N, Saskatoon SK 57K 001 
P; 306.653 9600 
E: affinrty@afFirity.cij.sk« 

W: wwwi r affirritycj.com 

Affinity Credit Union - 



TRAVIS K. BEAUCHEMIN 
Barrister k solicitor 

622 Duchess Street 
Saskatoon SK S7K 0R1 
Telephone 
I306I 978-3381 
facsimile: 

(3061978-3386 


Salanion & Ratzlaff 



Chartered Accountants 



215 728 Spatlimi Cv E 


~Iavlar male furniture 

Saskatoon, SI\ 
S7K4II7 


Highway 14, 
Saskatoon 

Phone: :t0t>.00j.HS!H) 


a 

Phone 384-4840 

Fax: 1 


www.uvionriaiJefiimiuire.c8 

MbMiM iQfldtQi l 
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Commercial Services Centre 

300 3tO 20th St E 
Saskatoon SK S7K0A? 

P 306,93*5445 

E: rnfo@ahriLjr.tu.sk ca 

W; www,affinityeurorn _ 

Affinity Credit Union - 
Daimeny 

115 3rd St Daimeny SK 

P: 306 254. 2082 _ 

Affinity Credit Union - Eighth 
Street 

2201 3h St £ Saskatoon SK 
P 306 334.4000 ___ 

Affinity Credit Union - Head 
Office 

201 309 22rdSl E 
Saskatoon SK57<0C7 
P m 934 4000 
E: iFTfo@aftnity-Cii.sk.ca 
W: www.effinitycu corr 

Affinity Credit Union * 
Langham 

302 Main 5t 

Lang ham SK P; 306.283.44 77 
Affinity Credit Union - 
Martensville 
7-7 Centennial Or 
Martens* SKP 3065759855 
Financial Instilution 
Affinity Citcit Union ■ Osier 
228 Wilow Dr 

OsL&r SK P: 306.2 39.4623_ 

Affinity Credit Union - River 
Heights 

Bay 7 - 7 Assiiuboine Dr 
Saskatoon SK P- 306 ,934.4000_ 

Affinity Credit Union * St. 
Mary's 

1515 20#, StW 
Saskatoon S< S7M OZ5 
P 306J82.1177 
E: infoOa1fknlty.aj.skca 
W ww w.aff nity:u.[:om_ 

Affinity Credit Union * 
Wtrman 

?04 Central Sf W 
Warrnart SK P: 306.934.40 00 

Affinty Credit Union - 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING 



331 1 st Ave N 

653-0634 

w wwvcharttrhouseintenori.com 


Broadway 

912 Broadway Ave 
Saikatooa SK P 306 934.4000 
Financial Institution 
Affinty Credit Union - Fairhai/cu 
3315C Fair ignt Dr 
Saskatoon SK P 306.934 4000 

Affinty Credit Union - 
Westvrew 

1624 33rd Street W 
Saskatoon SK P: 306,934.4000 

Floo ring _ 

Braid Flooring ft Window 

Fashions 

Christian Braid 
2301 Millar Ave 
Saskatoon SK 57K 2Y1 
P: 306244 1973 
F: 306244 2727 
W www.braidfloonng.com 

End of the Roil Flooring 

Amy Irwin, Kevin Cone. Amanda 
Klassen, leak Buttinger, Carmen Brines 
#74 33rd 51 E 
Sa5katoun >K S7K C $3 
P 306,683.3600 
F: 306683 2646 
E: saskatoon® endo't he roll co m 
W www.endbflhcroll com 



Stone's Edge Granite 
2074 Quebec Aw 
Saskatoon SK $7K 1W4 
P: 306.97B.0202 
F 306 978,0216 
E: info^tonesedgegranite.corn 
W. wvvw skmeseiigs grari ite.con 

Health Food Pro ducts 

Xocai 

Tracy Friesen 

SsskatocnSK P. 305.978.9829 
E: t rKjSsuccessbyiieilthyc h oca late .com 
W wv#w.su-:cK5bytiealltiythocoiate com 

Heating & Cooling _ 

Excel Refrigeration Ltd. 

Lee Buness 
17 1724 Quebec Ave 
Saskatoon SK 57K 1V9 
P 306374 3600 
E lnfo@excdrcfrigeration.com 

W: www.excdretiigetation.cori 


Homo Builder 

Aspen West Inc 

Michelle (Curyiyk 
#1 510 48th St i 
Saskatoon 5K 57K5T9 
P: 305,334.2734 
F 306.384,2737 
E: mtchelle-aspen@5asktfil.net 

Urban Oasis Homes 

Orion Morgan 

Saskatoon SK P: 306 979.7D06 
E: orionmorgan® shades 
W. vww. jrban oasis liomesxom 

Homo Decor 

Charter House Interiors 
331 IstAvfiN 
Saskatoon 5K57K1X5 
P; 306.6534634 

W: www. c h arterhousenterojs.com 

Esteem for the Home Decor 
and Gallery 

Kris Kershaw 

College Park Mall MrKerrher ft 81 h 
1066-3929 8th StE 
Saskatoon 5K57H5M2 
P; 306,477.2833 

E: esteemfodhehorneSsasktef net 
Wr www e^nemfcrthnhir me on 

Insulated Concrete Forms 

Solid CORE Homes 
Kence Korrer Homer 
Box 429Aberdeen SK 50K QAQ 
P 106 253.4657 
E; rhorner^&askteLmet 
W: www.sdrdconeticmes.ca 

InsuLatioii__ 

Spray Jones Spray Foam ft 
Accoustics 

Carl Kcnrcdy 

Saskatoon 5K P: 306,653.FOAM 
W: www .spr ayjongscom 

Interior Decorator 

Studio 2.0 Interior Design 

Consultants 

Crystal Zvacek 

418 Pob ran Court 

Saskatoon SKS7SU4 

P: 306 262 6884 

F: 306 664.6844 

E: civacek@shidici2point0.ca 

W www.studo2poHlO.ca 



Kitchen & Bath 

Manufacturers 

Beauty Craft 

Carlo Trtalo 
1915 Ontario Ave 
Saskatoon SK 57K TT5 
P: 306.931.2490 
F 306.97g . 8177 
E info@beaiitycraft.o 
W: www. beau tycraFtca 

Kitchen ft Bath Ret ailers 

Centennial 

710 51st St E 
Saskatoon SK S7K 4K4 
P: 306.665.5366 
F: 306.934.0577 

W www, cen ton n aJ plu mbin fi .com 
Kitchen ft Bath Classics 

64951st St 
Saskatoon SK S7K 7J7 
P 306.933,2237 

W: www.kitclrenantfbathcla;sicsca 

The En suite * Emco 
Corporation 

Sherri Andrew 
3009 Millar Ave 
Saskatoon SK S7K 6C5 
P: 306.652.7474 

W: wvvw.erncdtd.com _ 

fht Plumb Shoppe 

Cord Bethel 
2225B Avc C N 
Saskatoon SK S7L 5Z2 
P; 306,249*000 
E theplumb5hoppe@shawca 
W: www. plumbshoppe com 

Lake Property Developers 

G & L Developments 

Glenna Frizzell 
10455 Firehouse Dr 
Saskatoon SK S7< 5X1 
P: 306-382.4313 
E. Bldevclppmen tsg5a skld. net 

Sawyer's Trees k Landscapes 

Norm Altrnggr 

142 105th St E Saskatoor SK S7N 123 
P. 306.244,6906 
F 306.244.8908 
E. normgsav/yersxa 
W: www.sawyers.ea 


DEVON WitH our FOCUS ON YOU 

renovations ft new builds 


detign ccntjltaiiem 

pbaiagropfic 1 pfml ail 

putoend detl^n ifra»i>p 

fabrics 

poduct £ *wcfe*id 

arHorn blinds 




/f/rttt/ty ' ttifi* - At*ft//ft/ 


Call 384 2734 or 280 1401 
8 \-510 48th 5LEast Saskatoon 
aspen l$ia sktel.net 
wwwa ype nwest, ta 
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Manufacturer 

BASF Canada Inc. 

P: £00.891,Q€7' 

W: www.waJIti tecco.com 

Marketing & Design 

deezine 

Daren & Tamila McLean 
1639 2nd A/e N 
Saskatoon 5K P 306 343.9320 
E: daren@deeiine.ca 
W; www.deezne.ca 

Moving & Storage 

Jay s Moving & Storage Ltd. 
PO Box 43,1730 Alberta Ave 
SdSkdtoon 5K P. 306 249.3777 
P: 306.249.3553 
W: www.jaysmaving.cflfri 

New H ome War ranty 

Saskatchewan Mew Home 
Warranty 

Glenn bilJmhartf 
#4 3012 Louise St E 
Saskatoon SK S7J 3LS 
P; 306.373.7833 
F 306.373 7977 
E; snhwptsasktelnet 
W: www.nhwp.org 

Point Products 

Benjamin Moore - Days 
Paints 

701 2nd Ave ti 

Saskatoon S< P 306665 6366 
W- www benjaminmoore.ca 

Benjamin Moore - Easts id e 
Paint, Erindale 

#1 406 Ludlow St 
Saskatoon $K 306-374.8888 
W. wyvw.benjcnrnTioofe c a 

Benjamin Moore - Easts id? 
Paint, Walpole 
1201A Walpole Ave 
Saskatoon SK P, 306.477.5555 
W: www benjarrimriDore ca 


COLDUUeU, 
DAN KCIt □ 


RESCOM REALTY 


AUs-a 



Realtors 

Barry ChilUak Realty Inc. 

Lyrni LeMesuiief 

3002 Taylor St 5d*kataon 5K 57H 4J2 
P 306.657,3235 
F: 306343.0432 

E lynniemfiLricrScen t jry 21 co nexus ca 
W: www,cmltiakr?aty.com 

Caldwell Banker/Rescom 
Realty 

Alisa Latoski 

3361051b SI E 

Saskatoon SK 57N 123 

P; 306.652.2882 

k 306.652 0929 

E: alcottfrsaskteLncl 

W; ww iv uikl v, d bd u kerk aluon ,tu m 

Realtors 


Rerrsa* 

Gregg Bamfofd, Ryan Bamford, Kevin 
Barrford 

2501820 8th, St t 
Saskatoon SK S7H GTS 
P: 306.242 6000 
F: 306 956 3356 

W: www.saskatoonre?jdential.com 

Restaura nt 

Museo 

Jimmy Oneschtik 
950 Spadina Oes E 
Saskatoon SK £7K 316 
P: 306.651 3933 
W; wymmuseocoffeeara 

RV Centre 

Kehoe RV 

3010 IdyJwyld Dr 
Saskatoon 5K 57L5Y6 
P: 306.934.6140 
F 306 9346044 
E kehoe^vfrsasktel net 
W www, fcehocrv coir 

Senior Design 

5ymphony Group of 
Companies 

Tammy Thorstwi-Manchur 
Sox 55 Site 50] RR*5 
Saskatoon 5K 57K 3J8 
P: 306,2490467 
F: 306 6683991 

E: tthorson^symoFonyinteriors ca 
W: wwwsymphonyinTeritjns.ca 
Service Provide' 


SYMPHONY 


GROUP O* COMPAQItS 
ttlllBFf XFt tun IUET>4 ! 

%WU 1W4 



Shaw Cab le systems 

2326 Hansel man Ave 
Saskatoon SKS7L5Z3 
P 306664 2121 
F: 306 244 0105 
E: eseivice_saskatoon@STb.ca 
W: www.shaw.ca 

Stone Product 
Manufacturers 

In Stone Distribution 

Quality dii Stone 

Quality Stem* if a lightweight, 
installer friendly stem* siding product 
ideal for renovation projects and new 
construction. Quality Stone is Hie belt 
looking product of its kind on the 
market today. 

Dustin Wilson 

Saskatchewan, Alberto* British 

Columbia 

Edmonton, AB 

P: 877.477.4373 

F: 1.780.488,2922 

E in fe*§ i ns toneproducls £a 

W: w ww.qu afi tyston&prcd ucts tom 

Storage Solutions 

Garage Boy? 

Carlo Trtolo 
1915 Ontario Ave 
Saskatoon SK57K1T5 
P: 306341,4103 
F: 306.931,3071 
E: carlo© beautycrafLca 
W: www.garagebgyz.ca 


Wholesale 

DirectBuy of Saskatoon 

201 Robin Crcs 
Saskatoon SK 57L 6M0 
R 306.683.3490 
F: 306.683 3492 
W: www.d i re db uy com 

windows & Class 

Frontier Vinyl & Glass 

FRONTIER 

VJNYL U GLASS 

Local manufacturer el PVt wmdowi. 
Custom Dedr Enclosures Screen L 
Class Sealed Units A Mirrors All 
Types of Pattern Glass. Specialty 
Safety: Tempefed. lam mated, Pfeil 
and Lexan. Coloured and Architectural 
Class 

8ilA5Qth St E 
Saskatoon SK S7K 3Y5 
P 306.652.7285 
F 306.343.7391 


Contact Krystal at 
Mondavi Publishing 
at 665.9160 about 
listing your business 
in the Saskatoon 
Home Directory. 









































“Where every order is a custom order” 


‘ShowerS Tub Surrounds 

* Shower Bases 

-Vanity Tops with drop in, under mount, 
vessel & integrated bowls 





• Soaker Tubs 
•Kitchen Counter Tops 

• Fireplace Surrounds 

• Complete steam shower units 



Saskatoon 
& flegJon 

Home Builders 
Assooaucn, ire 


"Visit our Showroom & see what's NEW for 2009!" 


1915 Ontario Ave, Saskatoon SkS7K 1T5 | Phone 306.931.2490 | Fax 306.931.8871 | www.beautycraft.ca 
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Believable 

Boosterism 

Good Reasons Why 
We're Booming 

It’s a gross understatement to 
say 2008 was a remarkable 
year for the Saskatchewan 
economy. Even if die economy 
in die United States hadn’t col¬ 
lapsed (largely due to the greed 
of those in the unregulated 
home mortgage industry), the 
Saskatchewan economy would 
still be a bright light on a global 
scale. 

The numbers add up to one 
conclusion™ Ifs our turn to lead 
die nation. 

Not since the heady days ol 
the roaring 1920s, when Sas¬ 
katchewan was Canada’s third 
most populated province and 
boasted a manufacturing sector 
that included automobile plants, 
has it been considered the place 
to be for economic action. 

Premier Brad Wall believes 
that because of actions Iris gov¬ 
ernment took in 2008,our prov¬ 
ince is well-positioned to con- 
time strong and steady growth 
this year and beyond. 

"We will not be immune from 
the market turmoil and since 
commodity prices are signifi¬ 
cantly lower, 2009 may not be 
as impressive as this year,” Wall 
said in his year end review. 


■'However, it's very important 
for everyone to remember this - 
there will Hill be growth in Sas¬ 
katchewan, and relative to the 
rest of the world our economic 
performance will be very 
strong.” 

Wall pointed to figures re¬ 
leased in December that Sas¬ 
katchewan’s economy contin¬ 
ued to be strong and steady. 
Retail trade was up 12.9 per 
cent (unadjusted) - the largest 
percentage increase among 
provinces. 

Exports were tip more than 
9® per cent compared to last 
October - the highest percent¬ 
age increase among provinces 
and five times ille national in¬ 
crease; 

Wholesale trade was up 40 
per cent compared to the year 
previous - die largest increase ii i 
Canada. 

Manufacturing sales were tip 
16 per cent over tire year, the 
second highest percentage 
growth rate in the country 

All independent forecasts 
show Saskatchewan Icading the 
country in economic growth in 
20GS, 

Since die beginning of Octo¬ 
ber. five independent forecasters 
have concluded Saskatchewan 
will also lead the country in eco¬ 
nomic growth in 2009, 

In die 12-month period, end¬ 


ing October 31st, Saskatch¬ 
ewan’s population grew by 
15,007, 

'This growth will be further 
cemented by infrastructure in¬ 
vestments in die province by our 
government and die federal gov¬ 
ernment - investments designed 
to Further strengthen our 
economy while creating a short¬ 
term stimulus,” Wall said. 

"In addition, die tax cuts, in¬ 
frastructure sending and debt 
reduction our government an¬ 
nounced in October’mil further 
stimulate die economy in the 
coming year* 

Figures prepared by Sas¬ 
katchewan Finance said die gov¬ 
ernment action announced in 
October will increase nominal 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth by 1.3 per cent in 2009 
and a further 1.0 per cent in 
2010, 

Saskatchewan Finance has 
said the October tax, infrastruc¬ 
ture and debt reduction package 


will add nearly 19.000 newjobs 
in 2009 and more than 10,000 
in 2010. 

It was the largest tax reduc¬ 
tion in tlic history of Saskatch¬ 
ewan. 

These historic income tax 
cuts will inject about SfiOO mil¬ 
lion back into Saskatchewan 
taxpayers' pockets this year - 
$300 million when wc file our 

2008 income tax returns and 

another $300 million on our 

2009 taxes. 

"The task ahead for our prov¬ 
ince is W continue on the course 
vve have set. so that we can con¬ 
tinue to have the strongest 
economy in Canada,” Wall said, 
u And vve have to keep remind¬ 
ing ourselves that tl really is a 
different story here in Saskatch¬ 
ewan.’' 

Saskatchewan’s oil produc¬ 
tion is second only in volume to 
Alberta among Canadian prov¬ 
inces and provides about 20% 
of all Canadian production, 


Charter House 
Interiors 

LISBON CHAIR $699.00 

stocked in red 

or white leather 


331 1st Ave N 653-4634 
www.eharterhousemteriorsxom 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING 



Custom orders 
available in 
Other tqlours 
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However, the Saskatchewan oil 
patch was the hottest in the coun¬ 
try last year and for the first time 
ever die annual revenue from the 
sale of Crown petroleum and 
natural gas rights in Saskatchewan 
topped $1 billion. 

The 2008 sales generated 
$LI2 billion for the province. 
How hot was the hot nil patch last 
year? Consider this: the top live 
land sales in Saskatchewan his¬ 
tory were the fiv e that took place 
in 2008, 


'These results cap what has 
been an extraordinary year of ac¬ 
tivity for our oil and gas industry,'' 
Energy and Resources Minister 
Bill Boyd said. “This billion-dol- 
lar investment tit our province 
speaks volumes about the attrac¬ 
tiveness of our oil and gas re¬ 
sources and industry's confidence 
in our investment climate. 

"What is also significant is dial 
many of the exploration licenses 
sold in 2008 and in 2007 have 
been for two-year terms, so that 


industry will he quickly moving 
front land acquisition to drilling 
and exploration. And that** great 
news For all the suppliers and 
communities dial prosper from 
our number one industry.'* 
Meanwhile, die liousing boom 
continued across the province* 
Real estate sales in Saskatoon 
topped SI billion for a second 
consecutive year In 2008. there 
was S 1.013 billion of residential 
real estate sold in Saskatoon, 
down two percent from 2007 
when $LOSS billion was sold. 

The 2008 average selling price 
was $287,770. clown from the 
highs experienced in May and 
June when the monthly average 
selling price topped $300,000. 

Dau from the Association of 
Regina Realtors indicates the 
2008 sales dollar volume was at 
an all-time high in the city at 
$G75,2 million, up 15 per cent 
from the previous high of S58U.7 
million in 20(J7 
The average price of Regina 
homes sold increased to 


$240,104. up 38 per eti 1 1 fro i tube 
previous record of $173,508 in 
2007. 

Real estate developers clearly 
have confidence in the future of 
[he Regina and Saskatoon market 
places. 

Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CV1HC) reported 
that Saskatoon had 2.319 hous¬ 
ing starts, down 2.6 permit from 
the previous year* 

Regina finished 2008 with 
1 r 375 foundations poured, down 
a mere 1.6 per cent from die 1,398 
starts recorded In 2007. 

hi Saskatoon, die 1.031 multi¬ 
ple starts were the highest were 
the highest in 25 years. 

in Regina, there were 979 sin 
glc-de tacked housing starts, die 
highest in 22 years. 

With all of this economic activ¬ 
ity likely to continue throughout 
2009, it’s not hard to conclude - 
it : s definitely Saskatchewan’s 
turn. 

i jor; julko 










www.da kotadu nostasino.com 
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• Over 600 Slot Machines 

• Texas Hold em' Poker 

• SIGA's Own "Smoke Signals" Progressive Slot Bank 

• 7000 sqft Multi Purpose Room 

• Exciting Weekly Promotions 

• Legendary Hospitality 

• Free Shuttle Service from Saskatoon 

• Free Valet Service 

For More Information call 306-667-M00 
Just20 Minutes South of Saskatoon on I Itehwav210 

Play Responsibly 




THREE GREAT SERVICES. 
ONE GREAT PROVIDER. 



SHAW SHAW SHAW 

DIGITAL PHONE DIGITAL TV HIGH-SPEED 

INTERNET 


CALL 310.SHAW today to order. 


24/7/36 5SERVICE 


SHAW) 

PEOPLE POWERED 


TSIGfl/MYSE 


